
 
 

 The Union for the Conservation of Raptors 

July 31, 2003:  UCR’s Introduction to the DOJ Interrogation of Saudi Royal Smugglers 

Following is a transcript of the interrogation of Francois Messaoudene, a smuggler employed by 
Prince Badr bin Abdulaziz, a brother of the Saudi Arabian monarch.  To enable smuggling, 
Prince Badr used the Saudi Government, and his office as “Deputy Commander of the National 
Guard”, headed by Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz al-Saud – today’s de facto King. 

A U.S. intelligence agency was the recipient of telexes describing falcon smuggling itineraries – 
and while working in the same office as Prince Badr – U.S. intelligence briefed the Royal family 
on black market shipments, arranged limousine services, reviewed maps identifying sources for 
rare falcons, and generally supported Prince Badr in covert smuggling of Endangered falcons.  
See references to Footnote 10 

The investigators cited in this document were not informed of another U.S. intelligence agency 
involved in illegal falcon trade.  References to the CIA smuggling falcons in Tab Enclosure: 01 
to THE BRIEF, and references to Ambassador LaPorta, Ronald Deutch, “Kevin”, et. al. in 
ACTIONS OF STATE, indicate unwarranted support by U.S. agencies, proffered to Saudi and 
U.A.E. Government officials intent on smuggling…all without regard for the law or the resource. 
But Middle East leaders were finally advised the U.S. Government's protective cover and support 
for falcon smuggling is over, in a communication from the US Embassy’s “Acting Deputy Chief 
of Mission” (Abu Dhabi) Mr. Tom Williams, on the week of December 10, 2001.  THE BRIEF

 OPERATION FALCON yielded over 300 arrests, simultaneously in the U.S., Canada, England, 
France, Finland, Iceland, and Germany.  USFWS public disclosures provide complete details on 
all parties interdicted and indicted – except the Saudi Embassy.  France’s Ambassador was 
conspicuously reported using his limousine and French military cargo aircraft to smuggle falcons 
out of Washington – yet not one word was revealed about Ambassador Prince Bandar and the 
Saudi Embassy, as the principle smugglers – whose actions were expunged from public records.   
Tab Enclosure: 33 in ENCLOSURES TO EXHIBIT I  

 Confronted with incontrovertible evidence of criminal actions undertaken by representatives of 
Saudi Arabia, Ambassador Bandar admitted his own complicity and authorized a U.S. $150,000 
penalty check, payable to the USFWS.  Tab Enclosure: 86 in ENCLOSURES TO EXHIBIT I  
However, in deference to Ambassador Bandar’s requirements of confidentiality:  Saudi Embassy 
smuggling was not blacked out, as is customary in classified U.S. Government documents – 
rather, Ambassador Bandar’s offenses weren’t even listed.  This document, and other records of 
Saudi Government malfeasance have remained invisible and unknown for 20 years – until today. 

 Prince Badr directed the Washington, D.C. Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, to 
facilitate smuggling.  Notably, his hand-written letters were delivered to Ambassador Prince 
Bandar bin Sultan, instructing him to assist falcon traffic.  Ambassador Bandar (1) personally 
met smugglers in his Embassy office, (2) wrote support letters while officiating over smuggling, 
and (3) provided first-class tickets for smugglers and falcons to travel on his own Government's 
Saudia Airline courier jets.  Messaoudene said he was operating “on mission” for Saudi Arabia, 
while Ambassador Bandar provided elaborate material support for criminal acts by Saudi agents. 

Smugglers knowingly evaded U.S. Customs, by carrying the limit of $10,000 into the United 
States.  Once inside U.S. territory, sufficient cash funds, U.S. $75,000, limousines, personnel, 
and facilities were organized and delivered by the Saudi Embassy to enable covert falcon 
smuggling from Canada, to the United States, to Paris and Germany, and finally to Saudi Arabia. 
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The Saudi monarch’s brother Prince Badr and Ambassador Bandar’s modus operandi, of evading 
U.S. Customs and monitoring agencies (a) obviating cash transport across international borders, 
and (b) obviating bank wire transfers for those same funds – with funds and instrumentalities, 
sufficient to conduct organized crime, covertly delivered through Diplomatic pouch and Saudi 
Embassy facilities – should be cause for concern to the Department of Homeland Security. 

As early as 1985, the U.S. Department of Justice, the Department of Interior, and U.S. Customs – 
were acutely aware of the Saudi Embassy abrogating it’s mandate vis-à-vis Diplomatic exchange 
between the United States and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia – instead reducing the Embassy to 
the level of a financial institution and implementing agent for criminality within U.S. territory. 

 It is perhaps unlikely that Princess Haifa al-Faisal – the sister of Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud al-Faisal – knowingly supported al-Qaeda. However the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s 
Embassy and it’s Ambassador Prince Bandar are, in this exhibit, officially confirmed as conduits 
for funds imported – clandestinely supplied as cash payments to criminal agents working on 
behalf of Saudi Arabia – in violation of international laws and to the injury of the United States.   

It cannot be argued, this document is the blueprint for mechanisms of funding, material transport, 
and operational support which the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia extends to it’s own criminal agents.  
Today, this blueprint includes al-Qaeda terror cells, covertly operating in United States territory. 

 Considering all the evidence in this document, and in the context of the Saudi Embassy’s history, 
a necessary question arises: do today’s terrorists and agents of Saudi Arabia, operating in United 
States territory, receive cash funding from the Embassy of Saudi Arabia, as a means to evade 
monitoring by banking institutions, U.S. Customs, and the Department of Homeland Security? 

Saudia Airline has been used as a smuggling instrument, at least since 1982 in Washington, D.C. 
and New York – from 1994 through 2003 in Mongolia – and for considerably longer in Pakistan, 
Morocco, and parts of ex-Soviet Asia.  Furthermore, Saudia Airlines caters to Royal Princes at 
elite, palatial, and exclusively “Royal” airports in Saudi Arabia – strictly closed to the public – 
where the Princes and Princesses are exempted from virtually all Customs and border controls. 

 Saudia Airlines is the recurring courier-of-choice for transporting contraband goods – ordered by 
incorrigible Royal Princes representing the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Saudi officials are ordered 
to transport contraband falcons, narcotics (Prince Mansour bin Saud in EXHIBIT I), and 
internationally wanted fugitives (Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz with reference to John Slaytor), 
al-Qaeda leaders, cash, and prohibited weapons. i.e Saudia Airlines is used in order to effectively 
eliminate international security standards and border controls. Saudia Airline’s history in black 
market falcon trade alone, justifies Pelly Amendment trade sanctions, banning this airline from 
operating within US territory.  U.C.R.’s request for Pelly Amendment trade sanctions, detailed at 
https://www.savethefalcons.org/petition.aspx, is especially justified during an age when certain 
guests visiting the United States consistently refuse to conduct themselves within the limits of 
international laws and Treaty conventions, and who also threaten the security of our nation. 

The original document is reproduced in Tab Enclosure: 85–B of EXHIBIT I.  Tab 85-B can be 
viewed with password access only.  This transcript (Tab 85-A) is precisely identical to the 
original document (Tab 85-B), except that in Tab 85-A, selected names have been redacted and 
blacked out. Plus, important points are yellow-highlighted and red-bulleted.  In Tab 85-A, 
U.C.R. commentary are limited to numbered footnotes. 

Alan Howell Parrot 
for The Union for the Conservation of Raptors, Inc.
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INTERVIEW OF FRANCOIS MESSAOUDENE 1

By: Dianne Kelly – U.S. Department of Justice  2

Carl Mainen – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

Hugh Vander Does – U.S. Customs Service 

At: Customs Office, Paris, France 

On: June 19, 1985 

BEGINNING OF SIDE A (TAPE RECORDING) – PART I 

KELLY: We wish to begin by advising Mr. Messaoudene of his rights. That he has a right not to 
speak to us; that he has a right to talk to a lawyer before he speaks to us; he is aware that he has 
an outstanding arrest warrant for felony charges in the United States; and he has voluntarily 
agreed to speak with us in order to clear up his role in the illegal sale and smuggling of protected 
falcons in the United States. 

VANDER DOES: I think it’s important to add at this time that the interview will be conducted 
in English. Mr. Messaoudene’s proficiency in English is quite good; however, at any time when 
there is a question for technical words there will be an, in, in, interpretation, a translation made, 
so that everyone is, is fully aware of, of everything that is being said. 

KELLY: Mr. Messaoudene, do you understand that you have a right not to speak to us today? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, I see that. 

KELLY: Do you understand that you have a right to talk to a lawyer if you wish before speaking 
to us today? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, it’s not necessary. 

KELLY: Do you understand that you have a right to have a lawyer present during any 
discussion with us if you wish to do so? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: And do you waive those rights today? You may need to translate waive. 

VANDER DOES: Waive (then French translation).  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing translation)  

MESSAOUDENE: Oui. 

KELLY: Yes. Mr. Messaoudene can you tell us what nationality you are? 

MESSAOUDENE: My nationality is French. 

KELLY: What do you do for a living? What is your work?  

VANDER DOES: Translation 
                                                 
1 Footnotes in this affidavit are provided by The Union for the Conservation of Raptors, Inc. Visit UCR at  
www.SaveTheFalcons.org
2 During this interview, the U.S. Department of Justice was the lead investigating agency. 
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MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: I’m a real estate agent.  

MESSAOUDENE: Real estate agent. 

KELLY: How did you first come in contact with any Saudi Arabian people? 

MESSAOUDENE: Seven years ago I have appointment with Prince of the King family in Saudi 
Arabia in Paris because he wants sell a flat. And he’s coming in Paris, he sees a flat, he wants a 
flat, he pay and after he ask me, you want work for Saudi people for the King family. And I 
accept. And I’m going in Saudi Arabia with Mr. Hadnan Baassiri because Mr. Hadnan Baassiri is 
a secretary for the Prince in Saudi Arabia and I stay in Saudi Arabia many months. I see the King 
family and another family in Saudi Arabia. 

KELLY: This was what year? 

VANDER DOES: Translation 

MESSAOUDENE: In, in 1978. 

KELLY: Was it the King himself who first asked you to work for the Royal family? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, it was the secretary he asked me.  

KELLY: Mr. Baassiri? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: And you accepted that offer? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, because he, he explain to me for the salary and for money is different 
of my country. In Saudi Arabia the people is rich and he pay more for commission, for 
everything. 

KELLY: There would be more money . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY:. . . for you . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . by working with the Saudis.  

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: Did you ever meet any members of the Royal family at that time in Paris? 

MESSAOUDENE: I’m sorry? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, but is not the same family. It’s the al-Faisal family and the al-Faisal 3  
– you ask me now is Abdul Aziz’s family. Is the King family, but is not the same. 

                                                 
3 The “al-Faisal” side of the Saudi Royal family is descended from Saudi Arabia’s third Monarch, King 
Faisal bin Abdulaziz al-Saud.  Saudi Arabia’s current Minister of Foreign Affairs is Prince Saud al-Faisal 
al-Saud, a son of King Faisal.  Prince Saud also directs the Saudi National Commission for Wildlife 
Conservation and Development, which oversees issuance of United Nations C.I.T.E.S. licenses for falcon 
trade.  His brother, Turki al-Faisal, is the Saudi Ambassador to England.  Princes from this side of the 
Royal family are passionate falconers. 
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VANDER DOES: (Speaking French). 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s ah . . . 

VANDER DOES: Another branch of the Royal family. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: He met. 

KELLY: In Paris. 

MESSAOUDENE: I know the, the King family, the King family actual . . . 

KELLY: Faisal? 

MESSAOUDENE: Abdul Aziz before three years ago in Saudi Arabia in Riyadh and in 
National Guard with Mr. Hadnan Baassiri because Mr. Hadnan Baassiri work for him. 

KELLY: Right. When did you meet Badr Bin Abdul Aziz? 4

MESSAOUDENE: Before three years ago.  

KELLY: Before two years ago. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, in Paris. 

KELLY: How did that occur? 

MAINEN: Before two years ago, I’m sorry . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Three years. 

MAINEN: Three years. 

KELLY: Three 

VANDER DOES: Three years ago. Okay.  

KELLY: How did that meeting occur? 

MESSAOUDENE: The appointment?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: By, by Mr. Baassiri. 

VANDER DOES: It was Mr. . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: The secretary. He know me because I work for another family and, and he 
talk to me, “Francois come in with me because I want the Prince to see you and I explain you 
work for the King family but you don’t know this one. I want you know this one and you work 
for, for him.” 

KELLY: Did you then start working for Badr Bin Abdul Aziz? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, I don’t work, it’s not true, I work but is not regular. Maybe he want 
some flat in Spain because before five years ago the King of Saudi Arabia people family want 
live in Spain and Hadnan Baassiri don’t speak French or don’t speak English very nice and he 
want I work with him for translate. And, but I, I earn my money in Saudi Arabia. And you ask 
                                                 
4 Prince Badr bin Abdulaziz al-Saud is a son of the first Saudi Monarch.  He is a brother of the King.  
Prince Badr is also the Deputy Commander of Saudi Arabia’s National Guard.  The Commander of the 
National Guard is Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz.  
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the Prince, the Prince explain everything what he want in Spain, in France and he give a mission. 
“I want you, you go to Spain and you see some place for house or in Paris I want a, a flat.” Mr. 
Hadnan Baassiri and me come back in Paris. We see any proposition for flat people he want buy 
or for people want buy house and we keep some picture and a map and we come back in Saudi 
Arabia. We give two, three proposition and after the Prince he explain how much for this one. 
Okay prefer this one. He give order for the bank of people responsible for the bank.  And I’m 
going and come back to Paris and I give appointment with lawyer with notary for the conclusion 
of the business. 

KELLY: You acted as a real estate agent for Prince Badr Bin Abdul Aziz? 

MESSAOUDENE: Not for Prince Badr, for Prince Badr it’s Mr. Khlat Zaki. For Prince 
Abdullah al-Faisal. It’s different family. 

KELLY: Is that the Crown Prince? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, it’s, is the son of the last King (Faisal), but is different. 

KELLY: Did you at some point begin to do work for Badr Bin Abdul Aziz? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, my mission is for Prince Badr Bin Abdul Aziz. Nobody worked for 
him, only the private… 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE:…secretary.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay? But (Prince) Badr he know me or he know another people. He, and 
he explained, “I want you go for me with Hadnan or alone for this mission.” 

KELLY: For the birds? Birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: For this situation for the birds, yes.  

KELLY: So, you had not done other kinds of work . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: For the bird only for . . .  

KELLY: . . . for (Prince) Badr Bin Abdul Aziz?  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . Prince Badr Bin Abdul Aziz. Yes. 

KELLY: But he had heard of you through Mr. Baassiri or other Princes? How did he . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no. Only Badr. I see (Prince) Badr with Hadnan Baassiri and he 
asked me, “Francois I want you go for me and you seize the bird in United States for me.”  

KELLY: And when was this meeting?  

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: Before three years ago.  

MAINEN: Over three years ago.  

KELLY: In 19 . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: In 1982.  

KELLY: ‘82? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, is the first time. 
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KELLY: First time that you met . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: . . . met Badr Bin Abdul . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . Aziz. That was in Paris?  

MESSAOUDENE: Exactly. 

KELLY: And it was at that point he said, “Francois I want you to bring back some birds for me 
from the United States?”  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: You were introduced then to (Prince) Badr Bin Abdul Aziz by Mr. Baassiri . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . with whom you had acted as a real estate agent for another Prince? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, because the Prince he want you work only for him. He don’t explain it’s 
for another, it’s for my brother, he want for him only. It’s not your problem. 

KELLY: Who, which Prince? Which Prince? 

MESSAOUDENE: Prince Badr Bin Abduzl Aziz. He give mission for him but he don’t accept 
you maybe, I know, for, it’s for another Prince but it’s not my problem. Prince Badr give mission 
for, for me and my mission is for him. 

KELLY: Yes, I understand. 

MESSAOUDENE: But I don’t ask for you give this bird for present or for, it’s for you or for 
another country, Arabian country. It’s not my business, not my problem. He don’t accept you ask 
for what for. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And other people. 

KELLY: Before your meeting with Badr Bin Abdul Aziz, you worked with Hadnan Baassiri . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY:. . . to . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Secretary. 

KELLY:. . . buy real estate . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: No, never, . . . 

KELLY:. . . or to . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I’m going United States for . . . 

KELLY:. . . find real estate? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . for this, for mission of the bird in ‘82 it was the first time. 

KELLY: Yes, but before that . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Before, never. 
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KELLY: . . . no, what had you done for another Prince before this mission before the meeting. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, never. I work for the, another family, King family in Saudi Arabia, 
but only for real estate agency. 

KELLY: Yes, I understand, I understand. (To Vander Does) Maybe you can help us with this. 

VANDER DOES: Okay. 

KELLY: What I want to know is, before meeting Badr Bin Abdul Aziz and taking on the, the 
bird mission, had he only acted as a real estate agent for the other Prince in cooperation with 
Baassiri. In other words, it sounds to me as if he began working with the Saudis by working with 
Baassiri as a real estate agent for another Prince, then since he knew Baassiri, Baassiri 
introduced him to (Prince) Badr Bin Abdul Aziz who wanted him to undertake a special mission 
to bring back birds. 

VANDER DOES: Translation… 

MESSAOUDENE: Family. 

VANDER DOES: . . . Family, Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Absolument. Bon.  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: That’s correct, what you were saying is, is correct. 

KELLY: Can you tell us how the arrangement, what, what exactly did (Prince) Badr Bin Abdul 
Aziz ask you to do the first time? 

MESSAOUDENE: The first time. Mr. Baassiri want I see the introduction for the, with the 
Prince Badr for real estate agency because he know… 

KELLY: For… 

MAINEN: For real estate agency.  

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, because he knows I know a great family in France, in Spain, in Italy, in 
Europe. Because before Saudi Arabia people I work for important French family. 

KELLY: In real estate? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I know special castle and you know, but people he want you work, by 
discretion . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because he don’t want everybody knows the name for this castle, and for 
this property it is necessary you have rich people for sale. 

KELLY: Um huh. Yes. 
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MESSAOUDENE: Or for buying. And for me it’s a, it’s a nice time because I know French 
people and I know Saudi people and from the connection it’s good position and Hadnan Baassiri 
want commission from introduction but he talk to me, Okay. Prince, Prince Badr is coming in 
Paris. He wants sell a, some building in Paris for example, he want Boussac building. 

MAINEN: Boussac? 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s a Mr. Boussac, he’s proprietor for big building in Paris. He wants sell 
but not with me, with Mr. Khlat Zaki, after I explain the position for Mr. Khlat Zaki. And 
Hadnan talk to me, Okay, about, for, real estate agency is not possible because Prince he talk to 
me is finished. Now, we have a building. He don’t want another more. “But Francois you know 
many people, you speak little bit English, and the Prince he want bird.” But, and he know some 
people, German people, because the German people family Ciesielski 5 work for Kuwait, Emir 
de Kuwait, I don’t know the name and . . . 

KELLY: Emir is the King of Kuwait? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And the Emir any time talk to Mr. Prince Badr, I have bird, I have bird, 
I have bird, with German people, but, I don’t give you connection and Prince Badr asked Mr. 
Hadnan Baassiri, Francois I want. Ask Mr. Hadnan Baassiri, ask Francois, he opens introduction 
with German people for the bird from the United States. 

KELLY: Who opened the introduction to the German people?  

MESSAOUDENE: It’s very easy, I don’t know. These people they call me. 

KELLY: Did you, the Ciesielskis called you?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. But I don’t know the people that give my, my phone or my address. 

KELLY: Someone contacted . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . the Ciesielskis and asked them to call you? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, maybe in ‘82 they have another people, he call me, French people. 
Yes, because I remember now the appointment with the Prince, he asked for the bird and I 
explained because I said to him, “I don’t know. It’s first time some people ask me for bird, for 
falcon, but I don’t know the place, I don’t know the people.” And he talk to me, “No problem, 
you have many people for this business.” 

KELLY: Who said that, who? Badr Bin Abdul Aziz? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, the secretary, another secretary of the Prince Badr because you know 
you have… 

KELLY: At this meet . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . many people at this meeting.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And people come to me, you have a Mr., maybe you have 20-23 people . . . 

KELLY: At this meeting? 

                                                 
5 Members of the Ciesielski family were convicted of smuggling falcons out of the U.S. during 
OPERATION FALCON. 
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MESSAOUDENE: German, yes, in ‘82. You have German people… 

KELLY: The Ciesielskis? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . Another family of Ciesielski . . .  

KELLY: Another? 

MESSAOUDENE: But I don’t remember . . . 

KELLY: But not the, the two that you worked with later? These were other Ciesielskis? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Okay. When this appointment, when this original meeting took 
place the Prince wanted to have someone on his side of the nego, negotiations in, in his 
confidence to answer, to answer any questions pertaining to offers made for sales of birds. 

KELLY: Um huh. Now, who were the people in confidence?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: He doesn’t know the names of these people. They were people who would 
come to offer, they were from, from the Prince who would come to offer, make offers. 

KELLY: And they . . . 

MAINEN: Now, where was this meeting held?  

KELLY: Paris. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: Alright. 

VANDER DOES: This meeting was held in Paris?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: Okay. 

KELLY: And some of these people were Germans?  

MESSAOUDENE: No, (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) The, the, at this meeting the decision was made to choose the 
Germans because they were the, the people that furnished birds to . . . 

KELLY: To Kuwait. 

VANDER DOES: . . . the Emir of Ku . . . Kuwait. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: Because the British were also offering birds to the Prince. 

KELLY: To sell them? 

VANDER DOES: To sell them. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Do you know who? 
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MESSAOUDENE: De Londres, but I don’t know. 

VANDER DOES: The British people from London . . . 

KELLY: From London . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . were also making offers.  

KELLY: Were they at the meeting?  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: They were not at that meeting.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) He talk to me and Mr. Baassiri. I know the bird, but I 
want the best, and the best is not, it don’t come from Germany or, or . . .  

KELLY: England. 

MESSAOUDENE: London or England or Scotland because is not strong. I want big, in 
Germany and England is a Peregrine is too small for Saudi Arabia because hunting is very hot 
outside and is necessary the bird is strong. 

KELLY: So he did not want Peregrines from Germany or England . . . 

MAINEN: Right. 

KELLY: . . . he wanted the larger birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: He don’t want, he don’t want now because, because now I know everything. 
He don’t want now because he have many Peregrine and for hunting is not good, you know, 
because is too small . . . 

KELLY: Too small. 

MESSAOUDENE: and… 

KELLY: Too hot. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, and is too, outside is too hot and the, the, the animals in the desert are 
strong and big and is possible he kills the bird . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And for Saudi people, is, it’s not good… 

KELLY: Did he… 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . to say you have a good bird.  

KELLY: Did he tell you what kind . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: He talked to me yes… 

KELLY: . . . of falcon he wanted? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . he talked to me the best bird is in Canada and United States only. 

KELLY: And how did he describe the bird that he . . .  
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MESSAOUDENE: Yes, he, he did give description. I want big falcons, the name is Gyrfalcon, 
is brown . . . 

KELLY: Gyr, Gyrfalcon. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . yes. 

KELLY: G, y, r, uh . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: No, is a brown and you have white, white . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE:. . . on the . . .  

MAINEN: Shoulders. 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . yes. The second is white and is very strong, very big, but is beautiful but 
is not good for hunting and I want you see the bird. I give, I have picture because Ciesielski give 
a picture for Emir de Kuwait. Many picture of this one, this one, and he talk to me, Okay, 
another Secretary give envelope . . . 

MAINEN: An envelope. 

MESSAOUDENE: Inside you have many picture and the Prince he sees the picture. He talk to 
me, “I want this one, this one.” 

KELLY: He showed you pictures . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Example. 

KELLY: . . . and said these are the kind I want. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And you go to United States and you see is the same, you come back 
with the bird. 

KELLY: Did he tell you at that time that it was a violation of any law to bring birds out of the 
United States? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, the first time, the second time yes and I asked for because it is my 
mission and I work for the Prince and he talked to Mr. Zaki, the second man, because Mr. 
Baassiri is a man for introduction with the Prince. 

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: And Mr. Zaki is a banker for the business of the Prince in France. 

KELLY: Let’s, let’s stay with the first time at, right now… 

MESSAOUDENE: The first time so… 

KELLY: . . . so we don’t get confused. 

 MESSAOUDENE: I don’t know, yes. He give a special letter for the Ambassador (Prince 
Bandar bin Sultan bin Abdulaziz al-Saud) in Washington. 

KELLY: What did he say when he gave that to you? 

MESSAOUDENE: Francois is my (speaking French). 

 VANDER DOES: (Translating) The letter was basically a letter of introduction from the Prince 
to the Saudi Ambassador (Prince Bandar) in Washington, saying Francois (Messaoudene) is 

  Page 12 of 115 



– 13 – 

being sent by me to come to the United States to bring, to purchase birds for me and bring them 
back to Saudi Arabia. (Prince Bandar is asked to) Help him in any way that you can. 

 MESSAOUDENE: Exactly. For the air, commercial plane and for the time he live in United 
States. 

KELLY: Did he give you this letter at the meeting, at your first meeting in Paris . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: No, after another day is not the same day, but you know I see the Prince 
today. He give appointment with many people. One hour after, he wants see some shop in Paris 
and I don’t know, many days after he talked to me, Okay, ask German people when he gives the 
bird and I have a phone number in Germany I call the man he talked to me come in quickly 
because it’s now, because after it’s too late, come in quickly now in Montana. 

KELLY: Question, did the Prince give you the phone number for the birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s not the Prince, is . . . 

KELLY: Baassiri? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, not, I, no, I want you understand exactly. Mr. Baassiri he work for the 
Prince.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: For him is necessary the Prince is happy any time. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: You know? 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Is same as he give introduction for me because he thinks the Prince is very 
happy . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because I know great people in France and for connection for business 
for real estate. Is very good. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: But he don’t know the Prince he ask me for the bird. He ask me because . . . 

KELLY: Ah, Baassiri does not know. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, the, this first time no. But Khlat Zaki knows. But, in, the first time in 
1982 the Prince he ask me, “Francois, Okay, for real estate agency no because Khlat Zaki buy, 
sell one building for me. Is finished. But you know the bird,” I explain yes, I know, bird. “But 
you know falcon?” I says yes I know falcon. For what? “For what,” he explain to me, “because I 
want falcon for hunting. And you want mission, you, you go for me in Saudi Arabia.” But it is 
not me, is not the Prince Badr, he talk to me directly because he don’t speak French and English, 
he speak Arabic. 

KELLY: So, how did you talk, was he in the room?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, but in a room you have many people.  

KELLY: Was there a translator? Someone translating?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, Mr. Zaki Khlat or Mr. Baassiri.  
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KELLY: Translated for . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely, yes. 

KELLY: . . . the Prince between the two of you . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . but you and the Prince were there together and also Baassiri or Khlat Zaki?  

MESSAOUDENE: Um. But other people.  

KELLY: But the Prince . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Everybody want work for the Prince.  

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: He’s different. Everybody want not everything because everybody want 
introduction for the best position with the Prince. He want friend but very tres proche. 

MAINEN: Want to be close. 

KELLY: Close. 

MESSAOUDENE: You know. And is necessary the, and other people he knows everything and, 
because for, for this problem it’s me, Okay. But it’s possible everybody in the street may be in 
the fouquettes in Paris. He ask some people you know for, I know, because there are many 
people after he call me in Paris, ask please I want know, with know people he give my number 
for, “I said ah, no, no. But I know you want bird for the King family.” I explain no, I don’t want, 
“why you call me?” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay? 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because you stay in a, in a fouquette for a glass, glass of . . . 

KELLY: Fouquette. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . of, no, example is coffee place,  

KELLY: Ah. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and you, you listen some people you speak bird. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay, you have Arabic man, he listen, he ask, “You, you, you, you know a 
falcon? Okay, come in with me.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And is very happy because he, he know the Prince he like it, he want . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and he want.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I say, “What do you want?” “I want bird.” “You give bird?” “You have 
a bird? Okay.” 
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KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: “I give you, Francois, Hadnan Baassiri or Khlat Zaki is going with you.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: You give the bird, he give money.  

KELLY: Alright. Who, did the Prince himself show you pictures of birds? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, (speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Somebody in the, in the Prince’s retinue . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . showed him the, the photographs.  

KELLY: Okay. While the Prince was in the room?  

MESSAOUDENE: Badr. 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, because Badr want… 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . some bird. And he talk to me, “Francois, I want . . . 

KELLY: Who talked to you? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I don’t want – you go in United States, Francois, you go to United 
States, but before you leave I want you understand exactly what I want. I want you see the 
picture of my bird in Riyadh and you see the picture and you remember I want exactly same. 
You go in first time, you come back with picture. 

KELLY: And this conversation was translated for you by Khlat or . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Khlat Zaki or Hadnan Baassiri.  

KELLY: . . . but the Prince would speak and they would translate his words . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY:. . . to you? 

MESSAOUDENE: Um. 

KELLY: Yes? 

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: Okay. I just want to make sure of that.  

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, it’s, it’s the Prince Badr.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s, it’s not, because I’m not crazy. I don’t go in United States 8,000 or 
12,000 kilometres for man he ask me, “I want bird. You go, you come back.” Because it’s the 
Prince Badr. 

KELLY: Yes. 
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MESSAOUDENE: It’s mission. 

KELLY: You made sure that… . 

MESSAOUDENE: I don’t pay nothing… 

KELLY: Yes. 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . The secretary, another private secretary for the (Prince Badr’s) money, 
talk to me, “Come in tomorrow. I give you money for the plane, money for your hotel, exactly 
the law, $10,000 because you are French 6. It’s not possible you have more in United States. You 
have people, you have money, you paid directly and it’s, it’s not your business. So you keep the 
bird, you come back.” 

KELLY: No, how did you meet Khlat Zaki?  

MESSAOUDENE: In ‘82, in ‘83.  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: A rendezvous. 

MAINEN: At the meeting? 

KELLY: At this meeting? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. Because he is a banker, he in France for Prince Badr. 

KELLY: And he, that was explained to you at that meeting, that he was the banker for Prince… 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY:. . . Badr Bin Abdul Aziz . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: . . . in Paris.  

MESSAOUDENE: Exactly. 

KELLY: And he would handle the money .  

MESSAOUDENE: And you have a telex of him . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . with Mr. falcon, . .  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Europe Falcon Service. 

                                                 
 6 By 1985, U.S. Customs, the Department of Justice, and the Department of Interior – were aware of the 

Saudi Arabian Embassy functioning as a Saudi-Government-sanctioned, financial pipeline for criminality. 
Here the brother of the Saudi King – Prince Badr bin Abdulaziz – is cognizant of limitations in U.S. law, 
preventing visitors from importing more than U.S. $10,000 without a special Customs declaration.  
Therefore, the Prince is authorizing the first installment @ $10,000 – with the full remittance for his 
smuggling activities to made on U.S. soil (at least U.S. $75,000) – with the payout and logistics organized 
by Prince Badr and the Saudi Ambassador Prince Bandar, operating out of the Saudi Arabian Embassy.  
This modus operandi of operating under the “radar screen”, i.e. evading U.S. Customs and financial 
tracking systems – by using the Saudi Embassy to pay cash to criminal implementing agents, working on 
behalf of the Saudi Government – is soon afterwards repeated for al-Qaeda agents working on U.S. soil.   
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KELLY: Yes, we do. 

MESSAOUDENE: Khlat Zaki office but never give signature or explain the responsibility of, 
for Prince Badr.  

KELLY: Yes, he does. Yes. Um, . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: And I see Ciesielski in Montana. I don’t see before. Because Ciesielski call 
and he give appointment directly the first time in Montana, in Billings. 

KELLY: They said they would meet. The Ciesielskis called you and said . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . they would meet you in Montana?  

MESSAOUDENE: In, for the appointment. 

KELLY: Now, what arrangements were made for money? You were given $10,000, yes? 

MESSAOUDENE: For. 

KELLY: Before the trip? And were you . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: No, the Prince, the, the secretary of the Prince give to me $10,000, I, I think. 
I don’t remember now . . . 

KELLY: Which secretary? Which secretary?  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . for the money.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because Prince Badr is a great Prince. He have one secretary for the money, 
one secretary for, for the, everything, the ticket for the plane, for the hotel. He have maybe five, 
six secretary in France. 

KELLY: Did, did Khlat Zaki… 

MESSAOUDENE: Is banker in France. 

KELLY: . . . handle any of the arrangements for this first flight? Uh . . . 

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, not directly.  

KELLY: How? 

MESSAOUDENE: Is a, it’s a Arabic secretary. He give cash in traveler . . . 

KELLY: Travelers checks? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, because is not necessary, he pay only the ticket for the plane. And 
$10,000 for stay ten days in United States. 

KELLY: So, let me see if I understand this. Khlat Zaki gave money to another secretary who 
gave it to you?  

MESSAOUDENE: No. 

KELLY: No. 

MESSAOUDENE: Khlat Zaki is a banker . . .  
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KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: But the Prince maybe he ask Khlat Zaki give. Or he ask another secretary 
because Prince Badr and another Prince anytime you have any cash in the, in the (speaking 
French). 

VANDER DOES: Yeah, he, he doesn’t, you don’t ask the banker for money because they travel 
with a lot of money where they live so there is always cash lying around. 

KELLY: Okay. Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: Huh? 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So, ah, because he doesn’t have to make any payments all he 
needs is his expense money.  

KELLY: Oh. 

VANDER DOES: Francois. 

KELLY: Francois. 

VANDER DOES: Francois. 

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: So, the, the Germans, the Cie . . . 

KELLY: Ciesielskis. 

VANDER DOES: . . . the Ciesiel, Ciesielskis called and said come quickly. He doesn’t need 
any, any monies to pay or the birds. All he needs is his expense money. So he was given 10,000? 

MESSAOUDENE: $10,000 and the ticket.  

VANDER DOES: And the ticket. 

KELLY: By a secretary. 

VANDER DOES: By some . . . 

KELLY: Of the Prince. 

VANDER DOES: . . . someone… 

KELLY: Some secretary of the Prince.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, some secretary.  

KELLY: You don’t, not sure who it is. 

MESSAOUDENE: I don’t remember the name, but is very easy.  I call to Hadnan Baassiri and 
give the name… 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . but is not important… 
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KELLY: No. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you, you know the name for this one… 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because the Prince change secretary… 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . every year. 

VANDER DOES: It’s, it’s someone, it’s someone under the Prince, someone in the Prince’s 
retinue . . .  

KELLY: Retinue, yes. 

VANDER DOES:. . . gave . . 

KELLY: So, . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . Francois the money. 

KELLY: . . . the money. Okay, so Khlat Zaki had no direct role in the arrangements for this first 
trip?  

MESSAOUDENE: (speaking French) The second year,  

KELLY: Yes. Not for, but not for the first flight?  

MESSAOUDENE: Directly true, not for the first.  

KELLY: No, Okay. Ah, . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: But he want for the second one.  

KELLY: Um huh, yes, we’ll get to that.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Um, so you went from Paris and arrived where in the United States? 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay, now I prefer you translate . . .  

KELLY: Translate. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because… 

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: New York. 

VANDER DOES: Landed in New York.  

KELLY: What happened in New York?  

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

 VANDER DOES: (Translating) Nothing happened. He just took the limousine that was waiting 
for him because… 

 MESSAOUDENE: For Washington. 
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 VANDER DOES: . . . for, because everything had been organized and he took the limousine to 
Washington. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: Because Prince before I, I, I, I leave for New York he give to me letters, two 
letters. One letter is for the Ambassador of Saudi Arabia in Washington and second letter is for 
Saudi Airline in . . . 

 KELLY: Saudi Airline. 

MESSAOUDENE: In Kennedy Airport.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: What month was this? Do you remember what time of year? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: I think is, anytime is the same moment because the Prince is coming in Paris 
in October or in November every year. 

VANDER DOES: So October or November . . .  

KELLY: Decembre or . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: I think it’s October, November ‘82.  

KELLY: We, we have documents indicating . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure because . .  

KELLY:. . . December . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Maybe it’s December . . . 

KELLY:. . . December 1982. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . but I don’t remember exactly.  

KELLY: But it was late 1982. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, yes, it’s December. Okay. Is true because I stay in, in, in Billings one 
week because Ciesielski every day call, “I coming, I come, I, I don’t come, I coming, I,” he don’t 
come. 

KELLY: You were in Billings one week . . . _ 

MESSAOUDENE: One week. 

KELLY: . . . when Ciesielskis did not arrive for some time, for that week. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, he talk to me . . .  

KELLY: They were not there. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you, you coming in this hotel and you stay. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I, I’m coming.  

KELLY: Um huh. 
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MESSAOUDENE: But after three days I call in Saudi, in Paris and the, I explain to the Prince 
(Badr), “Nobody is here. What, what you want.” He talk to me, Okay, “Come back.” But after I 
come back he have message. Ciesielski is coming next week but I won’t stay ten days in Billings 
because you have nothing. 

KELLY: Yes. 

 MESSAOUDENE: I come back to, to Paris. But the Prince (Badr) is very nervous, very bad, 
and he talked to me, “I want bird for me with plane for Saudi Arabia but because I leave, you 
return in, in Billings” and I, I return in Billings directly not by Washington because I give letters 
and everything the first time. And . . . 

KELLY: Ah, now, you give letters first time. Can you tell us about that? What happened? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (speaking French) 

 VANDER DOES: (Translating) The Ambassador (Prince Bandar bin Sultan 7, whom he met, 
was very kind, very cordial. But he (Prince Bandar) said, “We don’t like these type of things, 
because this is not our business. We don’t deal in birds, we deal in diplomacy.” (remark to 
Messaoudene in French) 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) But they didn’t say that to him. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: They said that to Khlat Zaki.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: The year after. 

KELLY: What did they say at the time of the meeting with the Ambassador? What did the 
Ambassador say? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) Rien, c’etait seulement pour politesse. 

VANDER DOES: Yeah. He’s got to receive him because he’s the, he’s the . . . 

KELLY: Brother of the King. 

VANDER DOES: . . . the King’s brother.  

KELLY: Right. 

VANDER DOES: So, . . . 

 MESSAOUDENE: I think now is very nervous 8, is very bad because inside the letters it’s the 

                                                 
7 The Saudi Arabian Ambassador to the United States is Prince Bandar bin Sultan bin Abdulaziz al-Saud.  
Prince Bandar is the son of the Saudi Minister of Defense, Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz.  Prince Bandar’s 
father has a history financing and personally directing illegal removals of falcons from the United States, 
Canada, and ex-Soviet Asia. Prince Sultan has, until recently, harbored John Slaytor, a fugitive wanted in 
Canada and the United States. www.SaveTheFalcons.org  

 8 Prince Bandar is nervous.  Here, the Saudi Ambassador Prince Bandar, is instructed by a senior member 
of the Royal Family, who is a brother of the King – to use the Saudi Embassy to provide material support, 
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Prince Badr writing by hand. Prince Badr, “I want you help Francois because Fran, I give 
mission to Francois.” But . . . 

KELLY: You read, Exc, pardon. You read the letter to see what it said? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, it’s in Arabic. 

KELLY: Then how do you know what it said? 

 MESSAOUDENE: But, because I’m sure, I, I know the Prince. He asks the secretary a writing. 
“Help Francois, he’s coming for bird and I want you call for Saudi Arabia airplane.” He want he 
help Francois. I’m sure because Ambassador after I see the Embassy, Saudi Embassy, everything 
is ready. 

MAINEN: Do you still have the letter? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: No. 

KELLY: No, he said he didn’t keep a copy.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: The Ambassador (Prince Bandar) kept it.  

 MESSAOUDENE: The Ambassador (Prince Bandar) has it. 

MAINEN: Did he go to New York and then he came back? Is that what he said? 

KELLY: Uh, . . . 

MAINEN: And back again? 

KELLY: . . . you came to New York . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY:. . . went to Billings, waited for the Ciesielskis, they did not arrive. You . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

KELLY:. . . returned to Paris . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: I come back to Paris.  

KELLY: . . . The Prince was still here.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: He said . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: He ask me why . . . 

KELLY : . . . go back. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you, you, the man he talk has the bird is here. You talk to me, no? You, 
you, you return and you come back. 

KELLY: Go back to Billings, get the birds . . .  

                                                                                                                                                             
to implement logistics and provision of Saudi Government-owned aircraft, and if need be, provide cash 
funds for an illegal smuggling operation.  Prince Bandar was nervous because he was aware of his offense 
of using the Saudi Embassy – not for U.S./Saudi Diplomat exchange – but for organized crime. 
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MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . come back. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: This would have been in the fall of ‘82?  

KELLY: It was Decem, yeah, . . . 

VANDER DOES: December . . . 

KELLY: November, December, ‘82 was the first time.  

VANDER DOES: Late, late ‘82. 

KELLY: ‘Cause it was coming, well, we’ll get to that in a minute. Ah, so you gave the letter of 
introduction to the Ambassador and he received you, ah, with friendliness, with friendship. 

MESSAOUDENE: Quickly, eh. Three minutes, huh.  

KELLY: Quickly. It was a short . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, short. 

KELLY: . . . a short rencontre . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . ah, meeting. 

MAINEN: This is still the first trip?  

KELLY: First trip. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Ah, and the first flight in fact.  

MESSAOUDENE: Commercial. 

KELLY: Yes. Um, then, the Prince said go back, get the birds. You went back to Billings. Uh, 
were the Ciesielskis there . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Appointment, yes. 

KELLY: . . . at that time. And what happened in Billings then? 

MESSAOUDENE: And he give ah, the, the first time he give five bird and I see the bird inside 
the box and I see the picture and I think is the same but is not the same because you have two 
good and three bad. Three too small, very . . . 

KELLY: You found out later there were two good . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: I think I, I know, oh yes. 

KELLY: . . . and three bad. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: The three bad means the Prince did not like three of them. 

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: They were too small. 
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MESSAOUDENE: But I think he, he, he like because Ciesielski talked to me, “I know Arabic 
people. I, he says this one you want. No problem Francois, I’m sure he’s very happy.” I explain 
Okay. 

KELLY: Now, when we speak of the Ciesielski, um, who do we mean, which, -which 
Ciesielskis? (Then several French words) 

MESSAOUDENE: Lothar. 

KELLY: Lothar? 

MESSAOUDENE: Lo, Lo, I’m sorry. You have one, is, he drive a plane, small plane. 

KELLY: Is that Marcus? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, it’s Marcus. 

KELLY: Marcus is the pilot? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, is not the pilot, pilot, is . . . 

KELLY: Lothar. 

MESSAOUDENE: Lothar. 

KELLY: The older brother Lothar.  

MESSAOUDENE: Exactly. 

KELLY: So, Lothar . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Small and big. 

KELLY: . . . Lothar and Mar, Marcus were with you during this time they said to you, “These 
birds are alright . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY:. . . the Prince will like them.  

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: So, you, they knew birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: So, you accepted that . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Inside commercial plane.  

KELLY: . . . yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no, uh, I, I come back to New York by commercial plane and he talk 
to me, “I give you the bird in, in New York, or, or in New York” . 

KELLY: They said . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Teterboro. 

KELLY: You took a commercial plane . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . how did they come back, do you know, with the birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, I don’t come back with the bird, I  
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VANDER DOES: No, no (translation).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: With their own plane.  

KELLY: Small, petite. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. Beech Craft.  

KELLY: Beech Craft. 

VANDER DOES: Small Beech Craft.  

KELLY: Okay. With (speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes.  

KELLY: With the birds.  

MESSAOUDENE: Five birds. 

KELLY: Uh, how’s our tape doing? 

VANDER DOES: We have about five minutes on it.  

MAINEN: Not much. 

KELLY: Uh, you arrived in New York, where, did the Ciesielskis call you when they arrived? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no. He talk to me, I give the bird in, in Kennedy, no, in Teterboro 
because it’s coming by private plane, small. 

KELLY: They landed at Teterboro? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, he talk to me, it’s not possible I give you in Kennedy Airport because 
it’s too sm, too big . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . for us and I’m going by limousine to Teterboro. He give the bird inside 
the car and I’m going to Kennedy Airport. 

KELLY: Now, did you ever go, did the Ciesielskis ever go to Washington with the birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: Washington and Washington to, I don’t remember the private place. It’s 
small place, same of Teterboro but not (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating). It’s another small airport in the Washington area. 

KELLY: Alright. And they stayed . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Not far for Kennedy Airport.  

MAINEN: Wait a minute, I’m not . . . 

KELLY: Well, Kennedy, Kennedy is in New York. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Translation. (In French) The question is: did the Ciesielskis go to Washington 
with the birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: Oui. 

KELLY: Oui. 
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VANDER DOES: The answer is yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Ah no, he’s right. 

VANDER DOES: The Ciesielski did go to Washington . . .  

KELLY: I know, yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Now I remember because . 

VANDER DOES: . . . with the birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: In Washington he give a bird inside the limousine and we go back to 
Washington, to New, to New York by car.  

KELLY: Right. Now, did the Ciesielskis stay at a motel 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Do you remember where? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, I don’t remember the name. 

KELLY: Does Arlington, Arlington, Virginia sound right, was it a motel? 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s a small no, motel, but I don’ t know the name. 

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: Be, because he don’t want I, I know the place. Anytime he talk to me, “Stay 
this place, I call you.” And, I, I, I’m very nervous with Ciesielski because I, I, I explain to him, “I 
don’t understand why you call me, stay here. I come back.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He won, he wondered why things were always, always so 
complicated. When he met Luther, he finally understood why because he said Luther’s a very 
complicated guy. And he thought that the reason that they didn’t want him knowing, Francois 
knowing . . . 

KELLY: Where they were . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . where the Ciesielskis were staying is because he figured there might be a 
problem with a, a third party, with the American third party. 

END OF SIDE A (TAPE RECORDING) – PART I 
BEGINNING OF SIDE B (TAPE RECORDING) – PART I 

VANDER DOES: We’re going to continue with the interview where we left off. We were in the 
first trip, your first trip, to the United States. And we were just about getting to the second visit at 
the, at the Saudian Embassy, at the Saudi Embassy in Washington before your departure for New 
York with the limousine. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Okay, question. 

KELLY: Can you tell us about your second visit to the Embassy? 
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MESSAOUDENE: Only for politeness, for thank you for you help me and I leave for Paris. 
Good-bye. 

KELLY: Did you see the Ambassador (Prince Bandar) himself? 

MESSAOUDENE: No. The second time I see only the secretary.  

KELLY: The Ambassador’s . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: A woman. 

KELLY: . . . secretary? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, the secretary of the, I think, is the secretary, the secretary of the 
Ambassador, yes. 

KELLY: And, you expressed your thanks to that person, to be . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Thank you for your . . . 

KELLY: . . . to be expressed to the Ambassador.  

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely and for the Prince . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and I explain I leave for Paris.  

KELLY: Can you explain to us what arrangement was made for money when you were in the 
United States? 

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: Okay, . . . 

KELLY: (Speaking French) . . . between the Prince and you. 

MESSAOUDENE: Between the Prince and me?  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Nothing, because he have secretary for the money in Paris. Is Mr. Khlat 
Zaki.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Is a banker. Yes. 

 MESSAOUDENE: And, in, from Paris he give me the money and the ticket for the plane for the 
first, first time. And in United States I have my credit card. And after he, he give the difference 
in Paris. But for, for, for the, the money for the bird it’s another man. I don’t him, I don’t know 
the name.  I have appointment with him. He give the money and he give . . . 

KELLY: Where? 

MESSAOUDENE: Ah, in, in New York or in Washington. 

KELLY: Someone came to you, into New York?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, he know I’m coming to New York or to Washington . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I stay in hotel two, three days or more . . . 
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KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and Khlat Zaki or another secretary with the Prince give my name and 
my room number and he call me for appointment and give me the money for the bird and I give 
this money for the man. 

KELLY: How much? Do you remember, for the first trip? 

 MESSAOUDENE: For the first trip I don’t remember exactly because is not, because he have I 
think sev, sev, sev, $75,000. 

KELLY: Um huh. Why was it done that way? The, the transfer of money, why was it done . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Is not transfer of money.  

KELLY: . . . well, ah . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Because Khlat Zaki is a banker in-Paris. He have money in bank in Paris. 
But he have connection in United States too. 

KELLY: Why did he not give you the money in Paris? 

MESSAOUDENE: Be, because I don’t want the money in Paris because I’m French. 

KELLY: Why, yes. Explain. 

 MESSAOUDENE: And I don’t want problem with the Custom because the law – I have 
interdiction – money only for $10,000.  Or $15,000 maybe. 

KELLY: According . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, according to the . . . . 

KELLY: . . . selon les lois des Etato-Unis . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . selon les lois des Etats-Unis, yes.  

KELLY: . . . um, you would have to declare more than $10,000? 

MESSAOUDENE: No. 

KELLY: Yes? 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I don’t have more.  

KELLY: No, but if you did . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . if you had more than 10,000 . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: No, because he don’t give more. He, he talk to me . . . 

KELLY: Yes, but . . . 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . you go to, to New York or to Washington. In New York and 
Washington you have a man is coming. He give you money . . .    See Footnote 6   

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . exactly in same place. 

KELLY: Yes. If you came into the United States as a French citizen . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah. 
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KELLY: . . . with $50,000, if you would have to declare it . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Sure. 

KELLY: . . . according to American law. Yes?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, but, but, ma, ma, may be the Custom don’t accept French man . . . 

KELLY: So . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . coming with much money.  

KELLY: . . . yes, exactly.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: So, instead you received the money in the United States so there would be no problem 
. . .  

MESSAOUDENE: No, is correct. 

KELLY: . . . with Customs, right?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes. Because if you had arrived with $75,000 there would have been questions 
perhaps from . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. 

KELLY: . . . Customs.  

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: Ah, after your second visit to the (Saudi) Embassy, where did you go? 

MESSAOUDENE: To New York, and New York I leave to Saudia Arabia by commercial 
plane. 

KELLY: Did you receive the birds?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes.  

KELLY: From where?  

MESSAOUDENE: Washington.  

KELLY: Um, at . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: From, from Montana. Ciesiel, Ciesielski talk to me . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . birds coming from Montana by private plane . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and you stay in Washington. After I coming to Washington I call you . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . stay in a hotel. I stay in a hotel. He call me and I give the bird and I’m 
going by limousine to New York. 

KELLY: Where in Washington did you see the Ciesielskis?  
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MESSAOUDENE: Pri, private plane. 

KELLY: Yes, but . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Place. 

KELLY: Oh, at the ho, at the airport?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: You picked up the birds at the airport?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Not at the motel? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, in, in motel, but after he give appointment because I see the bird in the 
motel . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . but he don’t give in a motel the bird is go, is, because he want leave.  

KELLY: The motel? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: So, you went to the motel . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: Translation 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: They got a, a, an appoint, they, he got an appointment, Francois got an 
appointment, to meet with . . .  

KELLY: The Ciesiel? 

VANDER DOES: Marcus and . . . 

KELLY: Lothar? 

MESSAOUDENE: Lothar. 

VANDER DOES: . . . at, at the motel . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . to make the exchange.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: At the motel they wanted to, him to take the birds and they’d take the money 
and asked him to drive them, asked Francois to drive them in the limousine to the airport so that 
they could leave. In their private plane. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Okay. 

KELLY: Okay. Ah, what money or, how much money did you give them at that time? 

MESSAOUDENE: The money the, the man give to me for him.  
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KELLY: $75,000? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, everything. Is not for me. 

KELLY: So, they paid for the birds and then received that amount from you. Yes? 

VANDER DOES: They being they paid . . .  

KELLY: The Ciesielskis. 

VANDER DOES: They didn’t pay for the, they paid for, he doesn’t know what they paid for the 
birds. 

KELLY: No, but, well maybe, it depends on what they said. But my point is, I’m trying to find 
out if they paid for it out of their own money first and were then reimbursed by him rather than 
him giving them the money first. 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French) 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: He was told by the individual Ciesielskis . . . 

KELLY: Ciesielskis. 

VANDER DOES: Ciesielskis. I should write that down. That, that they had already paid for the 
birds . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. Okay. 

VANDER DOES: . . . but in his opinion they hadn’t . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . because of the manner in which they, they acted reference the money and 
they thought that, he thought that they had had problems with the person that they had purchased 
. . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . the birds from.  

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because no money, is not me the, the people give money for the bird. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: My business is going to United States. I keep the bird, I come back. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s my mission.  

KELLY : Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: For the money, it’s, it’s another man but Ciesielski don’t accept. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He want only one people.  
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KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He wants only one man.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He don’t want, now I know why. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: But before he talk to me because one man for the money, one man for the 
bird. I, I may be af, after the man he give money, he want the bird. You, you don’t want give. I 
don’t problem. You, you want the bird, Okay. But give, you, you give the money. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Ask the man, he give to you the money and you give to me the money. But I 
don’t accept the, the man he give money and you, I give the bird to you. 

KELLY: Um huh. Um huh. He wanted . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: And I accept because my mission is the bird. 

KELLY: He wanted only one person . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . to make . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: For the connection. 

KELLY: . . . yes. You took them to the airport . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . in the limousine you had hired, rented . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . and you then went to New York . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . with the birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: Where did you go when you went to New York? Where did you arrive? 

MESSAOUDENE: Directly to airport.  

KELLY: Who had told you where to go?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) The Secretary of the Prince in Paris . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: In Paris. 

 MESSAOUDENE: Talk from Paris, talk to me, you go in first time directly to New York. In 
New York you go to Washington by car or by plane. It’s your problem. You give one letter to the 
Ambassador (Prince Bandar) and the second letter to, in New York, to the . . 

KELLY: Saudians? 
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 MESSAOUDENE: . . . Saudia Company 9 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: And inside the letter, he have something for the director of the company 
and, and for the Ambassador (Prince Bandar).  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: After everything is finish in U, in Washington I’m going to, to . . . 

KELLY: To New York. 

 MESSAOUDENE: To New York and exactly to the Saudia company and the manager he know 
I’m coming.  

KELLY: How did you know that he knew?  

MESSAOUDENE: Because he have letters.  

KELLY: You gave him . . . 

 MESSAOUDENE: And, and, and the Em, Embassy call.  

KELLY: How do you know the Embassy called? What . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Be, because he know I’m coming.  

KELLY: Uh, I’m try, did . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: . . . did the man tell you that the (Saudi Arabian) Embassy had called him? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. 

KELLY: Okay. That’s what I wanted to know.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. It’s not possible everything is (speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French) 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

KELLY: Okay. When you arrived everything was ready?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

 VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah, when he got there, they (Saudia Airline) were ready and 
waiting. 

KELLY: Okay. They were expecting you . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Um huh, yes. 

KELLY: . . . they knew that you were coming. You gave them money for tickets? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, no, no, I don’t give money, I’m sure. I ask I want place for Saudi 
Arabia. He talk to me. Okay, in first class, you go to Riyadh by Paris. 
                                                 
9 This is a reference to “Saudia Airlines”, an international Airline owned by the Government of Saudi 
Arabia.  U.C.R. Evidentiary Exhibits demonstrate how this Airline is repeatedly used as an instrument of 
trade in illegal falcon commerce.  www.SaveTheFalcons.org  
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KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: But, for your birds is not possible in . . . 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French) 

MESSAOUDENE: Suit. 

VANDER DOES: Which is . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: For animal. 

VANDER DOES: . . . checked, check cargo.  

KELLY: In the hold like. 

MESSAOUDENE: And, I explain Okay but is not possible you, it’s a, it’s a bird. (Speaking 
French) 

VANDER DOES: Yeah. You can’t, can’t leave the birds in . . . 

KELLY: In the economy section. 

VANDER DOES: . . . in the economy class.  

KELLY: By themselves. Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) . . .  

VANDER DOES: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Continuing Speaking French)  

KELLY: Yes. 

 VANDER DOES: Since there were, weren’t many reservations in first class. We got five or six 
seats for the birds . . . 

KELLY: In first class. 

VANDER DOES: . . . but I didn’t pay for anything. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) It, it was credited directly to the Prince’s account. 

KELLY: To, to Prince Badr Bin Abdul Aziz? 

MAINEN: Ask him about the limo driver. 

KELLY: Yeah. How did you pay the driver of the limousine, with . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: In cash. 

KELLY: . . . in ca, American cash?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, I, I have $10,000 for everything.  

KELLY: Expenses. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes. So, the birds rode in first class (Saudia Airline) back to Paris . . . 
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MESSAOUDENE: Yeah. 

KELLY: . . . and then to Riyadh. 

VANDER DOES: Did they appreciate it? 

KELLY: Were they served special food? Um, did the . . .  

MESSAOUDENE:, I don’t know. 

KELLY: . . . When you traveled with the birds, were they quiet? 

MESSAOUDENE: Huh? 

KELLY: Were they quiet? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. (In French) Did they make noise? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no (speaking French) . . .  

KELLY: Um. 

VANDER DOES: Uh huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . (continuing French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) They had hoo, hoods on . . . 

KELLY: Yeah, hoods on. 

VANDER DOES: . . . and with their hoods on they don’t, they don’t move, they don’t do 
anything. 

KELLY: Right. That’s why, Okay. Okay, did you go to Riyadh with the birds . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . on Saudi Airlines? 

MESSAOUDENE: Sure. 

KELLY: Did anyone meet you at the airport in Riyadh?  

MESSAOUDENE: The secretary of the Prince Badr with private car. 

KELLY: The, the same person who had . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: No, not the same. 

KELLY: . . . given you instructions. Or another secretary?  

MESSAOUDENE: You don’t know the life of the Saudi Arabian people. 

KELLY: I’m learning. 

 MESSAOUDENE: Prince Badr is a brother of the King.  I talk to you. He have maybe si, five, 
six secretary in Paris, some in Geneva, some in New York, seven Washington, some in Los 
Angeles, but in Saudi Arabia he have many people. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: And, he, he knows I’m come back because in New York I call to Riyadh. I, 
I, I come, I coming to Riyadh and . . . 

KELLY: You had a phone number? 
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MESSAOUDENE: . . . I ask the, the office . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because he had office of National Guard. 

 KELLY: You called the office of the National Guard? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And I explain I’m com, I, I come back to Saudi Arabia. Please you talk 
to the Prince. I am in Riyadh this day by this plane. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay? 

 KELLY: Why, I think we have not talked about this on the tape, why did you call the office of 
the National Guard? 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I, I want some people is coming in airport because . . . 

 KELLY: But, is Badr Bin Abdul Aziz in the National Guard? 

 MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Of Saudi Arabia? 

 MESSAOUDENE: It’s the office of Prince Badr. 

 KELLY: What is his position there? 

 MESSAOUDENE: He’s a brother of (Saudi Crown Prince) Prince Abdullah, the President of 
National Guard. 

KELLY: He (Prince Badr) is the Deputy Commander’s . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Deputy yes.  

KELLY: . . . second person in charge?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: And Crown Prince, is it the Crown Prince who is the Commander? The first . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Prince Abdullah  

KELLY: Yes, Prince Abdullah. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, he’s the first. He’s the Commander. Bin Badr is a brother. He’s a, he’s 
a second . . . 

KELLY: He’s the se . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . commander. 

KELLY: Yes. And, but he is, Badr Bin Abdul Aziz is brother to the King, not to . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, yes. 

KELLY: . . . yes, but . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: He’s a brother of the King and a brother of Prince Abdullah. 

KELLY: Of Abdullah also.  

MESSAOUDENE: He not . . . 
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KELLY: Okay. Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes.  

KELLY: I understand. 

 MESSAOUDENE: But you have in the same office American Service Secret. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: In National Guard.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: In the same hall, in left you are, you have Am, Arabic Service Secret. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: In, in right you have American Service Secret. Everything is – tous les telex 
(speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) All the telexes that would come would be interpreted by the 
American, in French when you say Secret Service, it’s not . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . the Secret Service we know. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: Okay? Secrets, you, you know what I mean? 

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Okay, the . . . 

MAINEN: FBI . . .  

KELLY: You mean CIA? 

 MESSAOUDENE: Secret Service, CIA. 10 

KELLY: Okay, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: But is same office of National Guard. The same hall, the same floor, . . . 

KELLY: Uh huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you have in left Arabic man, . . . 

KELLY: Uh huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . in right American man.  

VANDER DOES: Probably pretty close liaison. 

MESSAOUDENE: And you are in the same building Prince Abdullah and Prince Badr. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

                                                 
10 References to an American Secret Service or CIA agent, assisting Prince Badr smuggle falcons, may be  
employees of “Vinnell Corporation”.  Vinnell’s offices are next to Prince Badr’s in the National Guard.  
The word out on the street in Saudi Arabia is that Vinnell covers for CIA operations inside the Kingdom. 
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MESSAOUDENE: Because any, any connection coming in first by American people he 
translate to Saudi people. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: And my, my interpreter is American but I, now I don’t remember the name. 
But, for example, anytime for, I, I stay in Billings I don’t have bird. I call the Prince. He’s not at, 
in office or at home. I write him telex. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: And the telex is going directly in National Guard place. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: And the man he translate is American, because I explain in French or in 
English. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And the Prince he don’t have Arabic. He understand French or English 
perfect. 

KELLY: He does not, he does not understand French or English? 

 MESSAOUDENE: Anytime he have American, help him. (Speaking French) The American 
man in, in Riyadh . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . stay in, he translate . . . 

KELLY: Who translates what you send. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . between everybody and the Prince. He work for the Secret Service 
American. 

VANDER DOES: Not Secret Service.  

KELLY: No, . . . 

 MESSAOUDENE: No, but I’m sorry, CIA and . .  

KELLY: CIA. 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . I call, I call to Prince but he is my intermediary, you know. He translate.  

KELLY: Yes. 

 VANDER DOES: And that’s why Francois felt very confident in his dealings because he knew 
he was dealing with an American. 

MESSAOUDENE: Everybody . . . 

KELLY: Oh, with the American CIA ! 

 MESSAOUDENE: Okay, American CIA. 

VANDER DOES: I, I don’t know if it’s the CIA about this. 

KELLY: No, who knows. 

VANDER DOES: It could be, but the foreign service or whatever. 

MESSAOUDENE: But everybody know exactly . . . 
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KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Military liaison group, whatever . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) le, le, . . . 

KELLY: Yes, it could well be. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . le Service . . . 

KELLY: Yes, but it was . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . (Speaking French) 

KELLY: . . . an American. Yes.  

MESSAOUDENE: It was not for me.  

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: He, he’s saying the, the, whoever was over there at the time on the American 
side could have told you 11 what was going on . . . 

KELLY: Right. 

VANDER DOES: . . . because he, he was translating all the telexes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah, and, and he wouldn’t have done it the second time if he 
knew after the first time. 

KELLY: Right. Right. Okay. Interesting.  

MAINEN: We’ll have to get his name later. 

KELLY: Yeah. 

MESSAOUDENE: I remember, I remember of time come in, in office with the bird because the 
same palace, he live in the same palace and he walk the palace and the National Guard is not far 

KELLY: Um huh. On the same 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . the official place for . . . 

KELLY: . . . floor. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . the bird. Yes. But Prince Badr he ask me, “Coming with me in my 
office, I want you know some friend.” And everybo . . . 

KELLY: This was in, in Riyadh? 

MESSAOUDENE: In Riyadh in the National Guard palace. 

 KELLY: The Prince invited you in? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes.  

KELLY: Uh huh. 

                                                 
11 Messaoudene is indicating the U.S. agent, delivering his smuggling logistics and communications to 
Prince Badr, might have informed other branches of the U.S. Government about the illegal smuggling. 
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 MESSAOUDENE: And he have only American man . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . and he talk to me, “Please coming with map.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: And American man ask me, “Please I want see the place where you are 
going for the, this bird.” I explain everything 12. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: In Billings is this place. Because for the Prince (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) It’s, it’s very important for the Prince to know that the birds 
were not raised in, in Germany for instance, that they were raised halfway around the world, in, 
in North America. 

KELLY: For prestige? _ 

VANDER DOES: Yeah, for prestige.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. (speaking French)  

KELLY: And the Americans were there . . . 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And the Am, were much more, even more impressed . . . 

KELLY: More impressed than the Prince. 

VANDER DOES: . . . than the Prince. 

KELLY: Okay. And this conversation, meeting occurred after you had arrived in Riyadh with 
the birds. You said, “This is where I was, this is where I received the birds.” 

MESSAOUDENE: Um. 

KELLY: Or this is where the birds came from on the map? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, I, I, I call or I write in telex I’m coming to Riyadh by this plane 
number and I’m coming to Riyadh tomorrow at 12:00 because I don’t want stay in, on the floor 
with six birds. I want car. 

KELLY: Yes. How long . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: And I call because I am happy because my mission is, is finished . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and I know the Prince is happy I come back and I’m sure he want see 
quickly. Is necessary for me I explain when I, I, I come back. 

KELLY: Um huh. How long did you stay in Riyadh after you arrived? 

MESSAOUDENE: Any time I stay between seven days and three weeks, between one week and 
then three week. 
                                                 
12 Here we have a U.S. intelligence agency, aiding and abetting the Saudi National Guard, Saudia Airline, 
and Prince Badr, in communications, logistics, and smuggling of falcons from the U.S. to Saudi Arabia.  
USFWS, U.S. Customs, and the U.S. Justice Department were not briefed about this action – which was 
therefor not part of any covert intelligence investigation, during or following the time of these offenses.  
See Tab Enclosure: 01 in THE BRIEF
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KELLY: Who paid for your stay? 

MESSAOUDENE: The Prince! For everything. It’s, in Saudi Arabia it’s not possible you stay 
for you . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . or for vacation.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Is necessary you have a sponsor. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And for example, I have my passport and you have my visa and my 
residence . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and is necessary you have writing the sponsor for you. 

KELLY: Ummm. 

MESSAOUDENE: And you have the name for, for the Prince. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Is, is a sponsor, is Prince Badr. 

KELLY: The secretary gave that to you?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, . . .  

KELLY: The, the paper? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . the, the French (Saudi Arabian) Embassy or American (Saudi Arabian) 
Embassy. I have a visa for, because the first time Prince Badr talk to me, “Go quickly.” I don’t 
have a, a Saudi visa. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I, I leave quickly the first time.  

KELLY: Right. Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: In, in Washington I stay two days and the Embassy give, the Saudi Embassy 
give to me a . . .  

KELLY: Saudi visa. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . a visa. Oh yes. For Prince Badr.  

KELLY: Um huh. Okay. Alright. So you stayed in Riyadh week, ten days, then returned to 
Paris? 

MESSAOUDENE: I don’t remember, may, maybe, but I, I, I am friend of the King family. I 
know many Prince.  

KELLY: Oh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And maybe I stay one, one week more for . . . 

KELLY: To visit. 
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MESSAOUDENE: . . . visit another family, yes. I don’t want go, one family tell me I stay. But 
after I come back to Paris. 

KELLY: During that visit, did the Prince say that he wanted you to do this again sometime? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He said, he, the Prince said that next year, next season, next 
hunting season, the Prince would ask him to do the same thing over again. 

KELLY: Um, did he tell you whether, did he tell you if he was happy with all of the birds or if 
there were some that were not so good? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, Okay. He talk to me, “Thank you for the bird, I am very happy.” And 
two, three days after, he talked to me, “Francois, the bird is nice, but two, three, they are not 
good.” But the, the Prince is a Prince. And he talk to me no problem. 

KELLY: Was this in a meeting, face to face, tête-à-tête? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: At the palace. 

KELLY: Uh, and again, with an interpreter?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: Yes. Always. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Always with, always with an interpreter. 

KELLY: Okay. Uh, when did you hear again that the Prince wanted a second trip to buy more 
birds? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) The ne, the next year . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: . . . when he came back from . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: From . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . from . . .  

KELLY: This was 1983.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Uh, how, did you receive a phone call and . . . 
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MESSAOUDENE: No. 

KELLY: . . . from whom. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I am free, I work for the King family but I am free. I, I visit the 
Prince, maybe I work, maybe I don’t work, but I don’t stay for nothing. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I, I, I want move. And in twelve months, you know, after the Prince 
he come back in Saudi Arabia, he have occupation, he work. I want, I, I know another family. I 
have a, a real estate agency for another family. I go to Spain. Anytime I move for Saudi people. 
But, every year Prince Badr is coming in Paris. 

KELLY: Oh. Every year?  

MESSAOUDENE: The same time, yes. 

KELLY: Ah, Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: In October or November. 

KELLY: Ummm. 

MESSAOUDENE: Every years, maybe I see before or I don’t see before he’s, he’s coming. But 
after he is coming in Paris I visit him. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: It is politeness . . .  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Ah, it’s . . . 

KELLY: Politeness, . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . keeping up the connection. Keeping the connection good. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I know in Decem, in this month, this is Prince, he’s in Paris. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: This month another Prince is in Geneva . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . or in London . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and I visit him because I have introduction. For me it’s very important. 
The (speaking French) 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you understand?  

KELLY: Yes, I understand. 

MESSAOUDENE: For me it’s, it’s good connection. 

KELLY: Good public, good relations, good . . . 
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MESSAOUDENE: Yes, is very good relation. Is not necessary I call. I know he’s in Paris. 

KELLY: How, how did you know? 

MESSAOUDENE: Because everybody speak, “Prince Badr is coming to Paris. You don’t know 
Prince Badr.” Prince Badr may be have one hundred people is corning. 

KELLY: Uh huh. Many people know . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes! 

KELLY: . . . where he is? 

MESSAOUDENE: And many people ask so, some fun in Paris for real estate agency for many 
business . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. For help. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . for the tailor. Okay?  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: You have many collection and . . .  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . maybe you, you are in, in the hotel and the director talk to you, “You 
know Prince Badr is coming tomorrow?” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And, it’s telephone . . .  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Exactly. 

VANDER DOES: The . . . 

KELLY: You heard through the grapevine? 

VANDER DOES: Grapevine. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: It’s a Saudi grapevine in Paris. 

MESSAOUDENE: And, ev, every year I know that Prince Badr is staying in Paris one month, 
three, three weeks, one month, one month enough. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Is necessary for me the, the first week he live in Paris I visit him. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I, I talk to him, “Hello Prince. Good time, good trip in Paris.” Is, is, 
is my business. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I explain to you before, my first business is public relation. 

KELLY: Public relations? 

MESSAOUDENE: Is neces, is my business. I know he’s in Paris, I visit him. 
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KELLY: Yes, yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: I visit him because I want, he work, I work with him. 

VANDER DOES: It’s good for business? 

MESSAOUDENE: Y, yes, it’s good for business. That’s right. 

KELLY: And it’s a lot of money when you . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. 

KELLY: . . . work for the Saudis.  

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: Ah, what, ah, how, um – how to ask this one – did the Prince the next year tell you that 
he wanted a second trip? 

MESSAOUDENE: He asked me, “You, you have a bird?” I explain to him, “I don’t know. It’s 
necessary we call to Ciesielski.” 

KELLY: Wait a minute. He, he asked you what – do you have birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: “Do you have a bird?” 

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. Because he is a Prince. I explain anytime he’s a Prince because I want 
you understand. He don’t think I coming in Paris and I ask, “Francois, you call.” He think 
Francois, the mission is the bird. Okay? 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He see me. He ask me quickly, “Do you have a bird?” 

KELLY: “Do you have a bird?” 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, it’s normal.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: He don’t think is necessary you ask some people. 

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: For him, it’s your problem.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And, but I don’t call before he ask me.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And after he ask me I, I call Ci, Ciesielski because I, I know the phone 
number in Germany.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I ask him, he talk to me, “Yes, I have eight, five, eleven, I don’t know. 
In ‘83 he talk to me, “I have eleven.” 

KELLY: Eleven what? 

MESSAOUDENE: Falcon. 
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KELLY: Do we know what kind? Did he say what kind of falcon quel type? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, because he know what falcon . . . 

KELLY: Gyrfalcon. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . yes, only Gyrfalcon.  

KELLY: Okay. Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: He talk to me it’s a Gyrfalcon. But the first time we have three Gyrfalcons, 
three . . .  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Gyrfalcon. 

KELLY: The second time . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: The second time. 

KELLY: . . . the Prince said he wanted Gyrfalcons? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes? Okay. And you told that to the Ciesielskis?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, and I . . .  

KELLY: That you wanted Gyrfalcons?  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I talk to Prince. Yes, the German people have bird but is necessary I 
return in United States.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And he ask Khlat Zaki. 

KELLY: The Prince told you to talk to Khlat Zaki?  

MESSAOUDENE: No, he talk to Khlat Zaki. He is Lebanon.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: He speak Arabic and French . . .  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and English.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Is translate. 

KELLY: Uh huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: “Ok Francois. But this time the Prince want you don’t stay two, two weeks 
for nothing. You come back and I am banker.” It’s me that’s organizer for the mission. Okay? 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Ask the German man. Give me the name for ticket or everything. 

KELLY: Um huh. 
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MESSAOUDENE: But after I, I, I call to Ciesielski in Cologne, he talk to me, “I have eleven or 
maybe thirteen bird.” Falcon. 

KELLY: Uh, Ciesielski said in Cologne, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . “I have maybe eleven birds that I can get.” 

MESSAOUDENE: But in Montana. 

KELLY: Yes, but in Montana. 

MESSAOUDENE: And you come in Montana . . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because I don’t have money for going with the bird in Germany directly 
or in Paris. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I explain everything to Khlat Zaki and Khlat Zaki pays the mission and 
. . . 

KELLY: He paid for the mission?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: He’s a banker. 

KELLY: Yes. Uh, did he make the, um, – what’s the word for arrangements – uh, for the flight?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Travel arrangements. Yes.  

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: For the second trip he didn’t see any money whatsoever. The Ciesielskis had 
to come to Paris to, to pick up whatever monies, tickets, etc. they needed . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . or not tickets because it was a private plane, . . . 

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . but they had to come here because the, the banker did not want to just 
give money to anybody.  

KELLY: Did they go directly to Zaki?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: The Ciesielskis got their money from Zaki?  

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no, no. Zaki have connection because Zaki he live in France and he 
respects the law.  

KELLY: Yes. 
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MESSAOUDENE: But he have connection in New York or in Washington . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and he call the, the partner and this partner he knows I’m coming to 
New York one day exactly and give appointment for me . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and Ciesielski give money, I give to Ciesielski. The same as last time. 

KELLY: Um huh. Okay. So, you went in the private plane . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . with both Lothar and Marcus?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Ciesielski. To Teterboro (Airport) – again?  

MESSAOUDENE: N, n, 

KELLY: Er, first time to Teter . . .?  

MESSAOUDENE: To New York.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because Ciesielski want money before.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: In New York we stay two days because I stay for appointment . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. Two 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because I don’t know the man he give the money and I stay in a hotel.  

KELLY: Waldorf? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, in Waldorf. 

KELLY: How did you receive the money? 

MESSAOUDENE: Because a man, he is a partner of . . .  

KELLY: Did he call, did he telephone?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: And . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: “I am the partner of Mr. Khlat Zaki and I’m, I’m coming, I want see you, I 
want, for the money.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: You writing a receipt for . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because anytime (speaking French)  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 
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KELLY: You always wrote a receipt? 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He, he, always wrote a receipt for any received monies. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, because in (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Translating) It’s not his money, he doesn’t want the responsibility 
afterwards.  

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So, he got, he got the money and then he gave the money to the 
Ciesielskis ‘cause they always want the money up front. 

KELLY: Um huh. Um huh. Do you know if the Ciesielskis then went anywhere else? Did they 
go to Montana? Do you know – if they went to Montana? 

MESSAOUDENE: Before, no, he talk to me, the bird is in New York. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: In Teterboro. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: But after he talk to me, “I have problem. My brother don’t drive the plane 
because (Speaking French) . . . 

KELLY: Bad weather? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . (Continuing Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: Alright. Uh, uh, the Ciesielski brother did not want to fly his plane . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . because of meteorological conditions. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: There was snow or whatever.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: So, he said we have to go to Montana, to Billings, to get the birds. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: And since Francois had the private plane he said, “Ok, well, let’s take the 
private plane and go to Montana.” 

MAINEN: This is January ‘83 yes? 

KELLY: Yeah.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: You didn’t have the private plane then? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, but in November. 

MAINEN: No, no, we’re in January. 
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MESSAOUDENE: Yes, but after January is finish. Because there are two time. I’m going, I’m 
going in November and January. And one time I come back alone. It’s January. But in November 
I’m going. You have a, a (Speaking French) . . . 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Um huh. And they had a storm. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: Okay, we just finished doing the incident where he put the bird on the Saudi Arabian 
(Saudia Airline) plane going to . . . 

KELLY: Yeah, that’s eight, December ‘82. 

MAINEN: Right. Now, January ‘83 is another transaction. Ok? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MAINEN: He’s not discussing that, he’s discussing November of ‘83. 

KELLY: November of ‘83. Was there a trip between the trip on Saudia (Saudia Airline) and the 
trip where you used Europe Falcon Service? Was there a trip in between? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah. The, the trip in between, yes, there was one, but there 
were no, there was no transaction because no birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

KELLY: Because there was, there was snow.  

VANDER DOES: There was snow.  

MESSAOUDENE: Snow. 

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: So the, the, the next (Speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French). 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  
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VANDER DOES: Right.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: Alright. This is the trip in January.  

MAINEN: Okay, so what happened from . . . 

VANDER DOES: From, to New York, the private plane to New York and from New York to 
Billings. In January.  

MAINEN: Francois took a private plane? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French). 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yes, in January also. 

MAINEN: A falcon? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Yeah. In, in, in November ei, ‘82 there was no private plane. 

KELLY: Right. 

MAINEN: Right. 

KELLY: Uh, let’s turn the tape recorder off for one second. 
 

VANDER DOES: Francois gets on a private plane and takes off for New York. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: Where he is joined by the Ciesielski brothers. They did not travel with him 
on the private plane . . . 

KELLY: Now, do we know . . .  

VANDER DOES: . . . in January. 

KELLY: . . . what private plane. Was this Europe Falcon Service? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Eur, Europe Falcon Service. Okay? 

KELLY: Okay? 

VANDER DOES: Wh, why, you have contradicting . . .  

KELLY: We don’t have any record of this particular trip. We have records of two trips . . .  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 
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KELLY: . . . on Europe Falcon Service. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) . . . 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He, he believes so.  

KELLY: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: Um, in New York he was joined by (Speaking French to Messaoudene). 

MESSAOUDENE: Oui. 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: Oui. 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Okay. And in January when he went back he met with the 
Ciesielski brothers in New York, in Teterboro and together they left in his, in Francois’, private 
plane for Montana to replace the three birds (?) . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Right. 

VANDER DOES: . . . that had been returned to the Ciesielski brothers who apparently disposed 
of them in Germany . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . to people who do, uh, who, who use them for protection 13. 

KELLY: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: Alors, let’s continue.  

KELLY: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: We’re in Montana . . . 

KELLY: What . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . we pick up . . . 

KELLY: Yes. What happened in Montana? 

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) We stayed at the hotel one night. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. We come back to New York. 

VANDER DOES: Did you pick up the birds?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

                                                 
13 Laundering  wild eggs through captive-breeding facilities is a favorite technique, proven in 
OPERATION FALCON.  Germans using falcons for “protection” may be a reference to German captive-
breeders using wild falcons, in false claims they are foundation (parental) breeding stock that produced 
eggs in captivity – when in fact those eggs were stolen from wild falcon nests, and subsequently 
laundered through the breeding facilities.   
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VANDER DOES: How many did you pick up?  

MESSAOUDENE: Three. 

VANDER DOES: Three birds. You come back to New York and you leave them in New York 
and you come back on your private plane? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Paris, Riyadh?  

KELLY: N, n . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: No. New York to Paris . . .  

VANDER DOES: Um huh.  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and Paris to Riyadh.  

VANDER DOES: Okay. Alright. 

MAINEN: Ask him again if he’s sure we’re talking about the January ‘83, not ‘84? 

KELLY: Because we think this was January ‘84. The EFS records indicates . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . their flight to Riyadh was January ‘84.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. But I explain to you. It’s in ‘84 and you have the same in ‘83. But . . .  

KELLY: Oh, yes? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . in it, yes . . .  

MAINEN: November of ‘83? 

KELLY: No, he said we have the same . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Continuing Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) One, one of, one of the trips made, was made for nothing.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: Because they didn’t return with anything.  

KELLY: Do we know which trip that was?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translation).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translation) .  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) That’s the last trip, in ‘84. It’s the trip where he let go of the 
birds.  
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KELLY: I don’t think so. Uh . . . 

END OF SIDE B (TAPE RECORDING) – PART I 
BEGINNING OF SIDE A (TAPE RECORDING) – PART II 

KELLY: . . . realize the tape was not on. Uh, Khlat Zaki called you, uh, to say that the Prince 
wanted you to-go again to the United States. Is that . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . correct? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Did you talk to him about the fact that this was a problem with American law? 

MESSAOUDENE: Um. 

KELLY: Yes? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: What did he say? 

 MESSAOUDENE: You are the Embassy and I call the Prince. Yours, your problem. Is not your 
problem. Because you work for the Prince you have mission. You go to United States for the 
bird and you come back. And you have some problem in the United States, I help you. I call the 
Prince and I, I help you work. He propose to me, “Your problem, I’m coming to New York for 
you.” I asked letter of the Prince or of the, the Minister, and it’s not your problem 14. 

KELLY: Um, do, did he understand that it was a violation of American law to . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: I don, I . . . 

KELLY: . . . take the birds out?  

MESSAOUDENE: I think no. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Because previously there were no problems like this. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Apparently no one imagined that it was as serious as, as what it 
actually is. 

KELLY: Was there a concern that this be done quietly and without, ah, alerting American 
authorities? 

VANDER DOES: Translation  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French) 

MESSAOUDENE: No, (speaking French) . . ., I don’t think so. 

KELLY: Um huh. 
                                                 
14 Here Messaoudene explains Prince Badr arranged a letter for the Saudi Ambassador Prince Bandar, 
telling him to use the Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, to break U.S. laws as part of a 
Diplomatic “mission”. The letter was sent by Prince Badr, in his capacity as a Saudi Government Official. 
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MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) It was, it was, they did, they didn’t think there’d be any 
problem at all. For four or five birds, I mean, they, they rented planes and rented cars and stayed 
in big hotels. And, seemed perfectly normal. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Nothing was done covertly. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) There’s no reason to have, to try and get assistance from the 
Ambassador (Prince Bandar) or the Embassy because everything went well the first time 15. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And is the second mission. You, you, you return and you come back. 

VANDER DOES: Yeah, just you. 

MESSAOUDENE: Seems if I have problem to telephone (speaking French). _ 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) If, if you, you just, since there was no problems the first time, 
the second mission just go, take care of your business and come back. If you have a problem, 
give me a call and I’ll take care of it. 

KELLY: Did you understand that they would not want you to talk to police if you were stopped 
by police? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) No, he, he, he’s saying, he didn’t, he didn’t expect any 
problems but his mission is to go get the birds and if he does eventually have a problem, if they, 
they being the Embassy people for instance, do not step in to try and, and, and fix the problems, 
that it’s rather evident that he would say everything (about the Saudis) to the authorities. 

KELLY: Including what he was doing and for whom he was working? 

VANDER DOES: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. Because is not necessary I explain. You know by my visa the name. 
You know which pla, plane I’m coming with in, in United States. You know everything. Because 
your Custom . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and the hour and, you, you know . . 

KELLY: So, the information would be there . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, I want you understand my, . .  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . my position . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

                                                 
15 After Ambassador Prince Bandar made all the arrangements with various Embassy personnel, 
limousines, and Saudia Airline – smuggling protocols were sufficiently well established so as not to 
require Ambassador Bandar’s later involvement as implementing agent for Prince Badr. 
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MESSAOUDENE: . . . because is bad for me too. 

KELLY: I understand. 

MESSAOUDENE: I want you understand, I’m coming today because I, I understand perfectly 
the problem and my responsibility but its my, it’s a mission. I accept the mission (for the Saudi 
Government). 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Today I have problem, but last years I don’t have problem. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I think for what I have problem because for five, six bird . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I think is not better.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Maybe for 100 bird, yes, because is not same, is not for pleasure or for . . . 

VANDER DOES: Is not for sports?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, or small mission.  

KELLY: Or personal, yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, personal mission. Mission, you know? 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: After is business. For me is not business. I’m not . . . . I have mission for the 
Prince. For me is very important because the Prince, he, he give the confidence . . . 

KELLY: Yes, . . . 

VANDER DOES: Confidence. 

KELLY: . . . confidence, yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay? 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And for me it’s . . . 

VANDER DOES: Simply put, simply put his mission is to go pick up a couple of birds so that 
the Prince can enjoy his hunting. 

KELLY: Right. 

VANDER DOES: If it were turn, turned from five or six birds to 100 birds, it’s no longer a 
couple of birds for sport.  It becomes, it becomes a traffic, . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: . . . a major traffic where, which is a business and this is not what he’s there 
for. His, he’s not in business to do this type of trafficking. He’s in business to serve the Prince’s 
request. 

KELLY: To do personal missions . . .  
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VANDER DOES: Mission for the . . .  

KELLY: . . . for the birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And, if he would have be, believed that this was something that 
could, that would have been ser, that could be serious and dangerous legally, he would not have 
brought in the Europe Falcon Service . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . who are friends of his.  

KELLY: Yes, yes, I understand.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) If, if, if, if he would have, if he would have known that this 
dangerous legally, 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . , he would have used people that he didn’t know. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Everything he did was totally overt. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

KELLY: Yes, yes. Your own participation was . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . open?  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And, and, I, I do my job well and I did my mission well and I 
also know what the Prince’s response would have been if there had been a problem. He would 
have said, “Forget about the birds and forget about the money.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: “Leave everything.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. 

KELLY: Okay. Um, going back to New York . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Um. 

KELLY: . . . in November 1983. Ah, the Ciesielskis called you and said, “We have the birds.” 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes? How many birds did they have?  

MESSAOUDENE: Good, you have three.  
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KELLY: Three? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Ah, did you give them, you had the same, ah, delivery of money in New York to you, . 
. . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . , yes, from, had made that arrangement. 

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: A person came to your hotel?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Gave you how much money? 

MESSAOUDENE: He give no much money because Ciesielski ask, talk to me coming with 
money for maybe 10 or 11 bird. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Not more because the plane is smaller. 

KELLY: Yes, very small. 

MESSAOUDENE: Is not possible, you have . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay?  

KELLY: Yes, we know. 

MESSAOUDENE: Falcon 10 is, is small. Is possible only for five, six birds . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . only.  

KELLY: Right.  

MESSAOUDENE: Is full.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: But after I know Ciesielski, I think he talk to me at, because he have maybe 
five good. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Ok. Don’t, I ask they keep them in, them in there for five good bird. 

KELLY: Five birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: And in Geneva the money is between $10,000 and $15,000. 

KELLY: Um huh. For five?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: The Ciesielskis only had three . . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 
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KELLY: . . . brought back the birds, . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . , had three with them? Um, and how much money did you give them for the three 
birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: I give every, I, I give for five bird because he don’t want give the bird 
(speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) The year before, in ‘82, when three of the birds were bad . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . and Francois was told to return the birds to the, to Ciesielskis, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . which he did, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . the following year with the three, when there were three other birds that 
were to replace those birds, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . in terms of payment Ciesielski said, “We can’t do it that way because I 
bought these from other people.” 

KELLY: They were more, they cost more?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: They were more expensive? 

VANDER DOES: They were more expensive. 

KELLY: Do you remember how much you gave them for the three more expensive birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: I think I give, because is necessary I pay the plane and I pay everything, 
between $45,000 and $55,000. 

KELLY: Thousand dollars. Did you give that to them in New York? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes. Before you left . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Any time. 

KELLY: . . . the country. Always in New York.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, and before I give the bird.  

KELLY: Before you got the birds, you . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah. 

KELLY: . . . gave the money. Then . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: In the same time that . . . 

KELLY: Yes, yes. Ah, did you return to Paris with the birds on the falcon jet plane? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 
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KELLY: Did the Ciesielskis go with you?  

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no. 

KELLY: Why not? 

MESSAOUDENE: Because he talk to me, no, “We don’t go directly to Germany. We stay for 
three, I don’t know, two days.  

KELLY: They stayed in the United States?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: How many birds? 

KELLY: Three. 

MESSAOUDENE: Three. 

KELLY: What kind? Do you know? 

MESSAOUDENE: Same, . 

KELLY: Gyrfalcon.  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . Gyrfalcon.  

KELLY: Gyrfalcons?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: How, did you get how he picked up the birds? 

KELLY: You don’t . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah?  

MAINEN: He was there.  

KELLY: Yeah. 

MAINEN: Where did . 

KELLY: Where, where did you receive the birds? Did the Ciesielskis bring them to the airport? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, yes, this time in small airport, but, I, I talk to you I don’t remember the 
name. It was not Tetertoro . . . 

KELLY: It was not Teterboro, not Teterboro.  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . but you have another, not far for Kennedy. 

KELLY: Um huh. LaGuardia? 

VANDER DOES: No.  

MESSAOUDENE: Not LaGuardia. 

VANDER DOES: A pri, a private, ah, . . . 

KELLY: A private, another private airport.  

VANDER DOES: . . . Republic?  

MESSAOUDENE: Maybe, I don’t remember? 

MAINEN: It wasn’t Teterboro? 
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MESSAOUDENE: No, no. Teterboro is opposite.  

VANDER DOES: What’s the other one in Long Island? There’s Republic . . . 

MAINEN: McArthur. 

VANDER DOES: McArthur? 

MAINEN: It must be following the Teterboro . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: The plane from, is coming from Washington, is coming this place because 
you have Kennedy, Teterboro, and, you know. And the smaller . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . private plane . . . 

MAINEN: You’re not mixing this up with Dulles, with Washington airports, are you? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no, no. 

KELLY: They flew from Washington to New York with the birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, from exactly . . . 

MAINEN: Right. 

KELLY: But you . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: He talk to me. 

KELLY: . . . don’t know. 

MESSAOUDENE: I, I don’t know because he don’t want I, I, I see when he’s coming. He talk 
to me, “Stay in a hotel. I call you.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I don’t want, you, you have another problem for the bird because 
it’s not my business . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I don’t know give food and water . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and . . . 

KELLY: You don’t know how . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Each time that he would receive birds from the Ciesielskis the 
birds would be given to him having already been fed and wa, nourished.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: Food and water.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: Because he had no idea how to feed or, or water the birds, so they . . 

KELLY: Right. 
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VANDER DOES: . . . had to be ready to make the trip.  

KELLY: Um huh. Okay. The Ciesielskis had to take care of those problems. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: They took care of those problems. 

MAINEN: When did you first see the birds during this trip? This trip that we’re talking about. 
Where and when did you exactly see the birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: Never in the same place and never in the same time 16. 

MAINEN: For, during this November trip, the three birds . . . 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) In a, in a motel,  

MAINEN: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: . . . somewhere . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: I don’t remember the . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . in the New York vicinity . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . going towards Kennedy. 

MAINEN: And from there you met the Ciesielskis and then you put the birds . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: . . . in your limo . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: . . . and then what happened?  

MESSAOUDENE: Exactly to the plane.  

KELLY: Teterboro. 

MAINEN: Teterboro. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah, as soon, as soon as the, he got the birds, because he could 
not stay with the birds . . . 

KELLY: Very long. 

VANDER DOES: . . . at, at, at the hotel, he went directly to Teterboro to the airplane where he 
left. 

KELLY: And you went back alone with . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: No? 

                                                 
16 It is fair to deduce venues and schedules were changed each time, to evade law enforcement.  This is 
another indication that Messaoudene and his associates were acutely aware they were breaking the law. 
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KELLY: . . . the three birds. With the three birds.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, yes, with the bird. 

MAINEN: Did you leave that night or the next day? Do 

you remember? 

MESSAOUDENE: I think the, the, the same day. 

KELLY: Uh, now, did anyone meet you when you arrived in Paris? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah. People from the, from the Prince. 

KELLY: They said they were, they worked for the Prince?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. 

KELLY: Had you seen any of them before? Did you know, recognize any of them? 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) These, these are the Prince’s people who are . . . 

KELLY: Who are always with him? 

VANDER DOES: . . . always with him. 

KELLY: Okay. The same people are, go with him. 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) When somebody comes to pick you up from, who’s from the 
Prince, you don’t have to recognize him. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) They just, they come on the part of the Prince, on the Prince, 
and that’s it.  

KELLY: Um huh. Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) His mission is finished.  

KELLY: Yes. Was there at the airport or . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no. Is banker. He . . .  

KELLY: He does not . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . don’t come for. 

KELLY: . . . right. He does not . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Stay, stay, or with the Prince.  

KELLY: He does not enjoy birds, so . . .  
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MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. 

KELLY: . . . alright. Oh, was the Prince still in Paris at that time? Do you know? 

MESSAOUDENE: At this time, yes. 

KELLY: Yes. Do you know what happened to the birds after his people took them from the 
airport? Do we need a translation? 

VANDER DOES: I’m sorry? 

KELLY: Do you know what happened to the birds after the Prince’s people took them from the 
airport? 

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: No. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Ah, no, no he doesn’t know what happens, specifically where 
they went. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: He, he learns afterwards if the Prince is satisfied or not. (Speaking French to 
Messaoudene) 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So, so.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: So, so.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: So, so satisfied.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: And that’s why he had to return again in January. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: But he learned later that the birds were sent by his private plane to Saudi 
Arabia.  

KELLY: By the Prince’s private plane? 

VANDER DOES: By the Prince’s private plane to Saudi Arabia. 

KELLY: How did you learn that? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Translating) Yeah, what ya want him to do with the birds here in France? 

KELLY: I know, but I have to know. 

VANDER DOES: Oh no, no, I know (Translation).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He doesn’t, doesn’t see him so he can’t . . . 

KELLY: But did someone tell him that this is what happened? 

  Page 64 of 115 



– 65 – 

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah. The people in the Prince’s retinue. 

KELLY: Whom you saw . . . 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

KELLY: . . . you, you had meetings with them after that?  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Translating) When he went to the see the Prince. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

KELLY: Ah, Okay. Alright. Now, let’s go to the, when you went to see the Prince. Uh, after, 
you went to see the Prince, what, a day later? One day, two days? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, one day. No, no, one day later. Not after, because he, he don’t 
understand why you don’t come quickly.  

KELLY: No. 

MESSAOUDENE: But, (Speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah. After, after having gone home and washed up and, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . and changed, then, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah. 

VANDER DOES: . . . then I went to see the Prince ‘cause the Prince doesn’t understand why, 
you know, why you just can’t go right away. 

KELLY: Uh, Okay. Where was the Prince? When you went to see him? Where was he staying? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He, he stayed in, in his, in his, . . . 

KELLY: Apartment? 

VANDER DOES: . . . one of his apartments that he has here in France. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, (speaking French). 

KELLY: Okay. When you went to see him, did you also see any of the same people who had 
picked up the birds at the airport? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Wee, (speaking French). 

 VANDER DOES: Yes, of course, because it can only be the Prince’s retinue that takes care of 
these things. 

KELLY: Good. Did you speak to the Prince about your mission and the birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. What do you think, I don’t speak?  
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KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: I explain (to Prince Badr), “I’m sorry be, because I don’t want exactly the, 
the, the condition for the many bird because the man he don’t give the bird you want and I keep 
only three or five.” 

KELLY: You said that the Ciesielskis had not had the birds . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Um? 

KELLY: . . . as many birds as they said?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) They had others, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . he, he says that the Ciesielskis had others but not precisely . . . 

KELLY: What the . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . the ones what the Prince wanted. 

KELLY: . . . Prince wanted. Okay. Did the Prince respond to what you told him? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

KELLY: Yeah, what did he say? 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translation)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He says it not, it’s not interesting ‘cause three birds for their 
hunting is, is, is, is not, is not worth it. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Even five is not enough. You need more. 

KELLY: Was he disappointed? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, he’s disappointed. It’s, he, I think for him it’s expensive for . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. For three birds.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes. Did he . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: But, but he don’t know the story with . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because he knows before never I have this mission. 

KELLY: He knows before? 

MESSAOUDENE: He knows before, give problem with the money. 

KELLY: Ah. 
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MESSAOUDENE: Never would the Prince accept the mission. Because for the Prince I don’t 
ask money . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . for private plane. Because talk to me, “The Prince he know. You go by 
private plane.” He knows one year’s after. 

KELLY: Ah. The Prince did not know . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: He, the Prince (speaking French).  

KELLY: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So he says, the, the Prince, whether, whether, when you’re 
working for the Prince and, and you discuss what you’re doing with him – for him, with him – he 
doesn’t care if, about the details, whether you take a commercial flight or a private flight. He just 
doesn’t, you know, he does, doesn’t care about the details. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES:’ Um, the, the first year when he had taken the commercial flight, played the 
Prince with Francois. 

KELLY: Um huh. The Lord. 

VANDER DOES: Yeah. He played the Prince. He says, “No, no, no, no, don’t take a 
commercial flight, take a private plane, rent a private plane.” So he was playing the Prince.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) ‘Cause the, the, because even a rich Prince wouldn’t pay for a 
private plane for three birds.  

MESSAOUDENE: No, never. 

KELLY: The Prince was not happy about . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: No, yeah. 

KELLY: . . . the, getting only three birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: And he talked to me, “Francois, I like you. I prefer you finish this mission 
well or you have more.” And I explain I prefer to because . . . 

KELLY: You prefer to what? 

MESSAOUDENE: Finish. 

KELLY: Finish? 

 MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And I explain because after all you have a car. Is following me and I, I 
don’t it’s police, I think it’s (speaking French). 

 VANDER DOES: (Translating) He said, he said, he, he explained that he, there was a car 
following him and he didn’t think it was the police. 

KELLY: In the United States? 

VANDER DOES: In the United States . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah. 
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VANDER DOES: . . . He thought it was, he thought it was the third party who, who the, the 
Ciesielskis were having, were having problems with that were trying to rip him off. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MAINEN: Were the Ciesielskis in the car with you?  

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no, never. Only one, one time between the, the first year, 
Washington to Paris.  

VANDER DOES: Only in the ‘82 trip.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MAINEN: They didn’t accompany you on the November ‘83 trip when you picked up the birds 
going back to the airport? They weren’t . . . 

KELLY: With you . . . 

MAINEN: . . . they weren’t in the limousine with you?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, only one time.  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no, no.  

MAINEN: Second time, no? 

MESSAOUDENE: He don’t want, anytime he ask me, “Give me money for taxi.” I explain . . . 

KELLY: They don’t . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I drive limousine car, airport . . . 

KELLY: They don’t want to go with you?  

MESSAOUDENE: But he don’t want.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. I, You, you think why I, I’m never left because (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He, he, he was saying, he was always saying that the, we’d 
need more money . . . 

KELLY: Just a second, can you check the tape? Make sure it’s Okay? 

VANDER DOES: Yeah, it’s fine.  –  . . . we need more money next time because my, my 
partner in the United States is, works for Customs and he . . . 

KELLY: Wait a minute. Who said that, Ciesielski?  

VANDER DOES: Ciesielski. 

KELLY: Lothar? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: He said he works for Customs and he can get the birds in and out, so I’m 
going to need more money next time. 

MESSAOUDENE: Ah, he talk to me, one, in my face, letter. 
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VANDER DOES: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because he want more problem. I explain it’s not my problem. I’m coming 
for, give the bird, I give you the money. How much you want, expensive, not expensive. Is not 
my problem. You have your problem with your partner. My problem is you respect your contract 
with the Prince . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . only. I’m coming only for the contract. And after I’m going with 
limousine. I see the car follow me and I think is a partner . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . because he have four men inside the car. No, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . strong, . . . 

KELLY: What? 

MAINEN: It wouldn’t have been the . . . 17. 

KELLY: No. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

KELLY: Maybe there was someone following you.  

VANDER DOES: May there was . . . 

KELLY: Maybe they thought you had some money.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Then they followed to the airport. 

KELLY: All the way to the airport.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah. 

VANDER DOES: Yeah. 

KELLY: Yeah. 

MAINEN: Do you remember, once you got to the airport with your limo driver, do you 
remember taking the birds to a, a motel first near Teterboro? 

                                                 
17 Given earlier depositions in this document, pertaining to a U.S. intelligence agency aiding and abetting 
Prince Badr’s smuggling logistics – it is possible the interrogator here is suggesting the party of four men, 
following Messaoudene, were working for a U.S. intelligence or law enforcement agency.  Whatever his 
suggestion may have been, it was interrupted by Ms. Kelly. There is the appearance that a diversionary 
conclusion was established, that Messaoudene (1) was followed by four bandits who were looking for 
money (2) relentlessly pursued for miles and (3) never confronted in a robbery attempt.   
The monitoring and “tailing” of Messaoudene was limited to the airport and surrounding area (on this 
occasion).  Therefore, it is likely the parties pursuing Messaoudene were working for law enforcement, 
because significant statutory offenses occur at the airport and border controls, when contraband falcons 
are moved across international borders. i.e. To establish the existence of statutory offenses by 
Messaoudene and the Saudi Arabian Ambassador Prince Bandar, monitoring and “tailing” at border 
controls was essential.  
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MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

MAINEN: Small motel and putting ‘em in through the window. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, but I don’t remember the name.  

MAINEN: Okay, but you remember doing that?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: Okay. Did you go in and get the room? Did you make the reservation for a room? 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah, they, the, they, they made the re, reservations at the hotel 
. . .  

KELLY: The Ciesielskis? 

VANDER DOES: . . . the Ciesielskis made the reservations at the hotel, and they were saying, 
“Just give us the money and take the birds.” We took ‘em out of the windows because you’re not 
supposed to have birds insides the motels. Animals inside the, the ho, the motels in the United 
States. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And, and they didn’t want him . . . 

KELLY: Ah! This is, this is, I’m sorry. Go ahead.  

VANDER DOES: . . . and they didn’t want him to go into the motel because . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) If they, if they see us going back and forth in the hall ways 
with, with boxes . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . they, they won’t understand. And you not being registered at the motel, 
they won’t understand. 

KELLY: Um huh. Now, this is when the Ciesielskis were giving you the birds and you were 
giving them the money. Yes? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Okay. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: Alright. 

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) In the motel where who, the Ciesielskis . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) They’re going towards Kennedy, on the road towards Kennedy. 
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MAINEN: Right. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MAINEN: Does this look like the person that may have driven the limousine? 

MESSAOUDENE: Oh yeah, sure. He, he open for the birds. Yes, sure. 

KELLY: You spent . . . 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: I, you know is difficult. I want to be sure you are not (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

KELLY: You sp, you spent, you spent quite a lot of time with that chauffeur? 

MESSAOUDENE: You know, no, not the same.  

KELLY: Not the same? 

MESSAOUDENE: In Washington. What do you think, I want I pay a driver to New York to 
Washington, Washington to New York. I’m going to Washington . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . by a plane?  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: In Washington I ask, I ask the hotel, is a front manager, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I want limousine.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay, the sum of me for falcon is service . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . You have a friend, . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you have connection, . . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . he ask the friend, “I have a Frenchman, he wants limousine, he pay 
cash.” No problem. 

KELLY: Um, um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I go from airport . . . 

KELLY: Was, let me ask a question. Was that picture, Carl, was that picture a picture that you 
took? That . . . 

MAINEN: It was taken . . . 

KELLY: . . . Fish and Wildlife agent took? 
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MAINEN: . . . by the Fish and Wildlife at the hotel. 

KELLY: At the motel where the birds were transferred. 

KELLY: Do you recognize that picture? I mean, does that look . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: May be, I don’t know. 

KELLY: Does that look like what it looked like at the time? 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s possible because, because, yes, . . . 

KELLY: Um? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . yes, it’s him.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: This is his car, sure.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MAINEN: Okay.  

KELLY: Okay, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, no, no . . . 

KELLY: Let the record reflect that he has . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Because we were paying for the birds. 

KELLY: . . . identified . . . 

VANDER DOES: Identified a . . . 

KELLY: . . . a, a . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene) 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: Right.  

KELLY: Yeah. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Let the record reflect . . .  

KELLY: Yes, . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . that . . . 

KELLY: . . . that he has identified a photograph of himself standing by the open trunk of a car 
which was taken by Fish . . . United States Fish and Wildlife agents on – do we have the date, 
Carl? – . . . 

MAINEN: November 18th. 

KELLY: . . . November 18, 198 . . . 

MAINEN: Four. 

KELLY: Three. Should be three. 

MAINEN: Should be three. I don’t know why they put four. 
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KELLY: That’s wrong, . . . 

MAINEN: Okay. 

KELLY: . . . it should be three. 

VANDER DOES: And, the, the date is all wrong anyway.  

KELLY: Maybe that’s when they were, was developed.  

VANDER DOES: Yeah, probably. 

KELLY: Yeah. 

MESSAOUDENE: But I’m not very happy, huh?  

KELLY: No, you don’t look so. 

VANDER DOES: Because he’s ready to be, he’s running back and forth. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because is changed anytime. Coming this motel after is not the same motel. 
I call nobody. 

KELLY: Ah. 

MESSAOUDENE: And . . . 

KELLY: They changed motels?  

MESSAOUDENE: Anytime.  

KELLY: Ah. 

MESSAOUDENE: And he give appointment, he don’t come. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: After he talk to me, “Stay.” This appointment I remember. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He talk to me, “Stay in Waldorf . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and I stayed maybe two days . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and, for the phone.  

KELLY: Um huh. Waiting . . . 

MAINEN: Waiting . . . 

KELLY: . . . for the phone, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . telephone call. 

MESSAOUDENE: And after he call me, “Coming quickly.” I said, “No, I don’t come quickly.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He talk to me, “Yes, because I have problem with my partner . . .  
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KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . is necessary I leave because my partner is coming with friend.” He want, 
he want because he have another Arabic people he want buy more. 

KELLY: Wait a minute, I, I didn’t understand that. Because he . . . 

VANDER DOES: Please come quickly be (speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) My partner, my partner has other Arabs who would like, also 
like to purchase falcon at a price. 

KELLY: Ah. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So, so . . . 

KELLY: So, come . . ., I, I’m sorry. Go ahead.  

VANDER DOES: So he says, so he says, well the birds are, are no longer here, so we took the 
chauffeur and he went to pick up the birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And that I remember very, very well. He, he saw people that 
were, that were watching.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: Um. 

MAINEN: You don’t remember me?  

MESSAOUDENE: I’m sorry. 

VANDER DOES: And he thought it was the third party again. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: But, I, I remember because I, I ask Ciesielski, “You have problem, I’m 
sure.” And he talk to me, it’s, it’s not policeman. He, he talk to me (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: Robbers? 

MESSAOUDENE: Wee. 

VANDER DOES: Yeah, yeah. He said, he said that to Ciesielski and Ciesielski said, “No, that’s 
not the cops. Those are just, those are just robbers that, who are watching because they . . . 

KELLY: People who have a lot of money. 

VANDER DOES: Yeah, right.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah.  

KELLY: Yeah. 
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MESSAOUDENE: And af, after you . . . me. Yes?  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I’m sure.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because after the parking (speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah, he didn’t try and hide anything did he? 

MAINEN: Oh no . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: No, eh? 

MAINEN: . . . the, were sticking right out of the . . . 

KELLY: The boxes of birds. 

MAINEN: The boxes were stick, were in the trunk. You could see ‘em right there . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he said to the chauffeur, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: . . . “there’s a car that’s following us.”  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he says, and he says “I’m, I was hoping that it would be 
the police but, because I was afraid it would be robbers who were trying to beat me up to take the 
. . . 

KELLY: Better the police. 

VANDER DOES: . . . to take the birds.” . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Better the police than robbers. 

VANDER DOES: . . . and he says if they’re going to beat me up, then I was gonna give ‘em the 
birds.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: Uh huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 
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VANDER DOES: (Translating) And when I, when I got to Tetertoro I noticed the car circle 
around us and I thought well they’re gonna try and, and corner me here. So, thinking that it was 
still robbers, I took three birds out of the car and just left them there 18. 

KELLY: Left the boxes there?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: On the ground. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And then I, and then I came back . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

KELLY: And then, you, you came back in the limousine . . . 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He, he says I can’t leave the boxes there just like that . . .  

KELLY: Right. 

VANDER DOES: . . , so I came back and picked up the boxes . . . 

KELLY: They were still there.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: Uh. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Few words in French) (Translating) So he says (speaking French to 
Messaoudene) . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French) 

MESSAOUDENE: Wait. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So, so he left, he left the, he, he, he says if it’s really the robbers 
who want the birds, I’m just gonna leave all the birds so, in order to see if that what’s it was. He 
left the box on the side of the road. It’s a quiet road, an airport access road, and just left one of 
the boxes over and, open and let one of the birds escape. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

KELLY: Fly out. 

VANDER DOES: Yeah. 

KELLY: Ah. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he said, he told the chauffeur to throw the box out. 
                                                 
18 Robbers want money, not birds.  Messaoudene did not stop his limousine to hide his money – rather he 
dumped the falcons.  This is proof that, throughout this adventure – and contrary to earlier claims that he 
didn’t think he was breaking the law – Messaoudene was fully cognizant that (1) he was breaking U.S. 
laws by smuggling falcons (2) he was being followed by an intelligence or law enforcement agency. 
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KELLY: Okay, that was just one. What happened to the others? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: Alright. (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And with the other birds, they brought ‘em out. They left with 
them. 

KELLY: They took them on the plane.  

VANDER DOES: They took them off. 

KELLY: So, . . . 

MAINEN: We had seven birds total, right?  

MESSAOUDENE: One, . . .  

MAINEN: One you let go?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: So you had six? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, but, ah maybe six and six inside the four box, or five box. 

KELLY: Oh, really. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. But no, no, no problem because you have . . . 

KELLY: Oh. 

VANDER DOES: You have a hood. 

KELLY: Um huh. So you took out six, were these Gyrfalcons? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: And let one go, let one fly? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. Because Ciesielski talk to me. He have a special . . . . Farther to, to 
Teterboro. In (speaking French) . 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Then he, he, he, someone was, Ciesielski (speaking French to 
Messaoudene). 

MESSAOUDENE: Ciesielski. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Ciesielski explained to him that, thought there are even today 
falcons in the, in-the cliffs near Teterboro. 

KELLY: Umm. 

VANDER DOES: I guess it’s the Palisades, I don’t know.  

KELLY: Yes. Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 
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VANDER DOES: (Translating) Uh huh. And, that, that was to show the surveillance, who he 
thought were the robbers, that if they really wanted the birds, all they had to do was come and 
ask for them and he’d give them up. 

KELLY: Okay. That’s . . . 

MAINEN: Did you see the Ciesielskis again before you left the following day? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: No. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) No.  

MAINEN: Okay. 

KELLY: Okay. Ah, . . 

MESSAOUDENE: No, I, I explain because you know story. I’ve told you speak you remember. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: I know the story because Ciesielski is very bad. (Speaking French). 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Ciesielski was sick.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) That’s why in the, like in the picture when you see I’m, I’m, 
I’m very angry. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And I, I explain to Lothar and Marcus is finished. I don’t want another 
mission. Anytime you have problem, anytime everything is difficult, anytime you, you leave the 
small motel I don’t want problem. Is finished. And I see after I leave for Teterboro, I, I see 
Lothar Ciesielski in the motel, but big motel, not far off, ah, ah, I think it’s Kennedy or another, 
or LaGuardia. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Or maybe Teterboro. I don’t remember because I’m going with the box and 
driver limousine to Teterboro. But the plane take off 11:00 in, in, in the night or I don’t know . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MAINEN: You went to, you put the birds in through the window, right? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

MAINEN: Then you left. So obviously someone must have stayed there with the birds ‘cause 
you went back to the Waldorf that night, remember? So, could the Ciesielski have possibly been 
there at that hotel? 

MESSAOUDENE: Not in the Waldorf. 

MAINEN: No, no, with your, where you put the birds?  

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  
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VANDER DOES: (Speaking French)  

MESSAOUDENE: The motel. 

VANDER DOES: Right.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: Right.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) The, the birds stayed in the car. 

MAINEN: Oh, but, be, remember before you said, he said before he put ‘em in through the 
window . . . 

KELLY: No, no, he said he took ‘em out through the window. 

VANDER DOES: Took ‘em out through the window. (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MAINEN: Oh, Okay.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Wee.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Took ‘em out through the window.  

KELLY: He took ‘em out through the window.  

MESSAOUDENE: In this, in this parking.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: You know, . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I am hungry because . . . 

KELLY: And that there . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . he talk to me, “I give you the box. I want going, you remember, you, 
you stay, you remember exactly. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He, when he got there he noticed somebody was watching. So 
he goes around to go into the hotel through the main entrance and Ciesielski says, “I don’t want 
you coming in through here. Go back outside.” And it’s at that time that he was going back and 
forth taking, taking the birds out of the, out of the window. 

KELLY: Okay. 

MAINEN: See, the limo driver stated that once they left that airport hotel they drove to New 
Jersey towards Teterboro and . . . 

VANDER DOES: To a second hotel.  

MAINEN: . . . to a second hotel . . . 

VANDER DOES: Okay. 
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MAINEN: . . . and where Francois went in, went into a room, opened up the windows and they 
put the birds in through the window, again. 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Um. 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translation) 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translation)  

MESSAOUDENE: Motel? 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) The ho, chauffeur, that’s right, the chauffeur says it’s the 
second motel in Jersey . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Because after we, we were going directly to Teterboro. 

MAINEN: Okay. ‘Cause the plane didn’t leave until the next day. 

MESSAOUDENE: Ah, not next day. It’s not possible.  

MAINEN: According to the records it left on the . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: At, at what time? 

KELLY: But it was at night, Carl. 

MAINEN: Would’ve been early in the morning.  

MESSAOUDENE: Oh, really. 

KELLY: Yeah, very early like . . .  

MAINEN: 5:00 in the morning. 

MESSAOUDENE: Ah, maybe it’s possible.  

KELLY: . . . before, . . . 

MAINEN: Okay. 

KELLY: . . . before dawn. 

MAINEN: Because . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: I said to you never Lothar Ciesielski accept, ah, maybe because I, maybe. 
You think I come back to Waldorf Astoria? 

VANDER DOES: Waldorf. 

MAINEN: The limo driver said you did.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, I pay the bill . . .  

MAINEN: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: And . . . 

MAINEN: The birds were still in . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . no, I stay.  

MAINEN: You stayed at the Waldorf?  
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MESSAOUDENE: Yes, but I, I . . . 

MAINEN: Overnight. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . yes, yes, may, maybe. Wee (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) At the first motel because there were some problems. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And there were problems with his partner. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he saw people milling about. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And I thought, well, let me take the car and, and ride around 
and if I get stopped it’s the police. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And if not, it’s, it’s the robbers. Okay? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. You, you have two solution . . . 

KELLY: He has two possibilities.  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . only. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I am very hungry, very nervous . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and I ask big motel, new, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and I ask her for one room special for the bird. I’m sure. 

KELLY: This is the second motel?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: And this is the second one.  

MAINEN: This is in Jersey, New Jersey.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, New Jersey. 

MAINEN: Near Teterboro. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, New Jersey. (Speaking French) . . . credit card, American Express, 
(speaking French) . . . I want one room more because I have a bird. He don’t ask me what this 
bird, or . . . 

KELLY: Umm. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . chicken, or rabbit. I don’t know, huh? 
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KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: But I’m sure you ask him, you have three, two reservation. One room for the 
bird and one room for Ciesielski and Lothar. 

MAINEN: So you made the reservations for the Ciesielskis.  

MESSAOUDENE: I, I pay. 

KELLY: Yes, you paid in American Express. 

MAINEN: They’re, they’re not there, they’re not with you at this time. 

MESSAOUDENE: And af, af, ah, . . . 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) No, they’re not there.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So he reserved two rooms, one for the birds, one for the 
Ciesielskis, and with the chauffeur they took the boxes and put ‘em in through the window.  

MAINEN: Okay. 

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: I’m sure.  

MAINEN: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Went back to the Waldorf.  

MESSAOUDENE: Waldorf. 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing translating) Paid his bill.  

MESSAOUDENE: No. 

VANDER DOES: Stayed? 

MESSAOUDENE: I stay because the plane take off early.  

VANDER DOES: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: Maybe . . . 

KELLY: Um huh, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I don’t remember, but . . . 

KELLY: . . . 4:00, 5:00 a.m. 

MESSAOUDENE: Maybe. 

MAINEN: Right, Okay. 

VANDER DOES: Excuse me. Okay, (speaking French). Almost finished. 
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MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And the Ciesielskis, (speaking French to Messaoudene) . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Right. 

VANDER DOES: . . . the Ciesielskis says we’ll you back at the Waldorf Astoria. 

MESSAOUDENE: Wait. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And when they, because when, when they told him, when the 
Ciesielskis told Francois to go to that second motel, the plane . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: The first motel. 

VANDER DOES: . . . the first motel, the plane was not ready to take off. 

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he was angry because the, because they had to switch 
motels. 

KELLY: Yes. Okay. You, let’s stop now just so we don’t . . . 

END OF SIDE A (TAPE RECORDING) – PART II 
BEGINNING OF SIDE B (TAPE RECORDING) – PART II 

KELLY: Can you trans, do you remember to translate what you just said? 

VANDER DOES: Alright. (Speaking French) We’re going to talk about at the first motel . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: . . . you were saying that you thought that the people who you saw, noticed 
watching, were robbers.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Or people who wanted to do you harm. Because the, Lothar Ciesielski said to 
you, “Those four people have already,” – Lo, or is it, what’s the other brother’s name? – . . . 

KELLY: Marcus. 

VANDER DOES: . . . Marcus, is it Marcus that said to you, “Look at my, my brother was” . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Lothar. 

VANDER DOES: . . . Lothar, said, “I, we were beaten up and they stole our, the money that you 
gave us.” And, and, and my, and my, look my stomach hurts. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And 1, I explain to him, “It’s your fault. You have problem because 
you are too much complicate in your head and I’m sure you are, you have concern next year or 
another problem because anytime you, you have problem anytime I don’t like. I want finish with 
you.” And he talk to me, “Ok Francois, now is necessary you leave quickly because partner is 
going. Is come back with another friend.” (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he explained that he had problems with his partner. 

KELLY: Um huh. 
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MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And, and that he had to leave quickly because his partner had 
went to get, the Ciesielskis’ partner had gone to get friends to, to do him harm. 

KELLY: Okay. Let’s, let’s leave this subject for a minute. I am confused about the number of 
birds. A few minutes ago you said that you had enough money for five birds but the Ciesielskis 

only gave you three. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, but I explain to you before . . .  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . he is not correct last time for three bird and I don’t want give . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . money for three bird. 

KELLY: I understand. But now you say that you had seven, let one go, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . and took six back. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. But I pay, no, no. Six bird. I pay because he give one for present 
because he’s working (speaking French). 

 VANDER DOES: (Translating) One, one had a broken wing, who, that, and it wasn’t included 
in the price.  

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he said I can’t, the Ciesielski said I can’t bring this one 
back. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he said, he said, “The Prince won’t take him.” Francois 
said, “The Prince won’t take him, but I’ll take him because I know someone from France who 
can . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: You have the picture. 

KELLY: Ah yes, the picture that you showed us . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: This man. 

KELLY: . . . of the doctor, . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

KELLY: . . . the veterinarian, I think. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, is very happy. He ask me, “Francois, please give me one.” I talk to 
him, “It’s for the Prince. The Prince, you ask the Prince and he give to you.” 

KELLY: Umm. 

MESSAOUDENE: But is, is not correct I give you directly.  

KELLY: Alright. 
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MESSAOUDENE: And this man is going to Saudi Arabia. He ask the Prince (speaking French). 

KELLY: So, so, the Ciesielskis told you at some point that they had three, but then they had 
seven.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes? 

MESSAOUDENE: And I pay for three.  

KELLY: And you paid for three. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because last time . . . 

KELLY: Yes, because, yeah, I understand.  

VANDER DOES: There were three bad ones.  

MAINEN: Three replacements. 

MESSAOUDENE: And the Prince talk to me, “I give your, your, the money for your mission, . 
. . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . but I keep for three bird, and after you come back you give me three bird 
more, I give you your money.” 

KELLY: He (Prince Badr) said that to you. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: The Prince said to you.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because is not right. Is not correct.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: He paid for six bird, and I give three.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I don’t want he (Prince Badr) think I’m, I’m not correct. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Therefore, there was, I had some cash that was left, left ov, I 
had some leftover cash.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And I went back to the Waldorf Astoria. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Because I did not, I didn’t want to return to France with 
American money. 
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KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) I called, I called, I telephoned Khlat Zaki  . . . – 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . – in Paris ? – . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: In Paris. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) . . . to ask Khlat Zaki who, to whom should he return this 
money, this additional money.  

MESSAOUDENE: Okay? (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So, he, he had not $40,000 but – trente ? – . . . 

KELLY: Thirty? 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Right. He gave all the money back (speaking French to 
Messaoudene). 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Between $30,000 and $35,000 he returned. 

KELLY: To whom? 

VANDER DOES: A qui? 

MESSAOUDENE: The, the, the man . . . . 

KELLY: The same person who had given you . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, of Khlat Zaki gave for appointment.  

KELLY: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: He, he . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: And because I don’t want after he talk to me, “You have money. Where is 
the money?”  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: In United States. 

VANDER DOES: He, he had returned all the money except the money used to pay his 
expenses. Hotel bill, et cetera. 

KELLY: Okay. Okay. Now, . . . 

VANDER DOES: And then, (speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: And then he received a call from Lothar Ciesielski saying that . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And then they told him about the problems that, that they had 
been ripped off.  
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KELLY: Oh, the Ciesielskis said they had been.  

VANDER DOES: Yeah, they had been ripped off. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And then he told them the room, the hotel where he had 
reserved a room for them.  

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And since I didn’t have any more cash . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) . . . because I had given back everything . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) . . . to go back to France without any cash. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So he paid their hotel bill with a credit card. 

KELLY: Your American Express. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. In advance. 

VANDER DOES: In advance. 

MAINEN: Why did the Ciesielskis get ripped off? How did they get ripped off? 

KELLY: Well, they didn’t. I bet they were lying.  

MAINEN: No, but I mean, why did they tell him that?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

 VANDER DOES: (Translating) He believes it’s because they didn’t want, they didn’t want to 
tell you that it had been the police that was watching all the time. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) They wanted, they wanted, the Ciesielskis wanted him to be 
taken with the birds.  

MAINEN: Okay, now . . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) . . .  

KELLY: Umm. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Continuing speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And, and when they went to the, when they met at the hotel, he 
only brought the money for three birds. 

KELLY: Um huh. 
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VANDER DOES: Which means he had that extra money left over . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . which is the money he returned.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

MAINEN: Why did he have to pay for the Ciesielskis’ room? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) When they came with him and he saw Lothar, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: . . . he, he was, did not look very well.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He had thrown up. 

KELLY: He had thrown up. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He says, “I don’t care. I mean I’m going home in a private 
plane. I’ll, I’ll pay for their hotel bill.” 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And since I didn’t have any cash I paid with a credit card. 

MAINEN: But did they tell Francois, “We don’t have any money. Will you pay for our room?” 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: Yeah. Yeah, yeah, of course. He said why . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: . . . would I pay for them if they hadn’t told me that. 

KELLY: Yes. Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I pay by credit card. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah. I, I left . . . 

KELLY: Now, . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . traces everywhere. I paid by credit card. 

MAINEN: I know ‘cause we’ve got ‘em right here. 

MESSAOUDENE: You know, huh? 

KELLY: Okay. Getting, going back to Paris, the Prince’s people take the birds from the airport, 
you clean up and go see the Prince, yes? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 
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KELLY: He’s, he is disappointed that . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. 

KELLY: . . . he spent much money and . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Because in New York, I’m going to New York by private plane, and, Okay 
for the private plane is not for him, but Zaki talk to him, “Francois is come back with eleven or 
twelve or maybe fifteen bird.” 

KELLY: Um huh. And you actually came back with? 

MESSAOUDENE: Three, ah, six bird.  

KELLY: Six birds.  

MESSAOUDENE: In three box. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I, I have another box made, but too small for the bird. I have three 
big and four too small. 

KELLY: Did he tell you at that meeting that he was not very happy with what had happened? 

MESSAOUDENE: Oh, it’s not difficult, you know. You see the face, you understand. And I, I 
see after my money, I, I don’t touch my money. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because he is very bad. For him I want birds. I pay (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He, he was very disappointed and the Prince told him that it’s, 
it’s obviously not his profession to, to select birds. 

KELLY: But, did, but he asked you to do it again, didn’t he? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Janvier? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, not Prince Badr. Hadnan Baassiri. Because Prince Badr he ask 
(speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Because afterwards there was this, there was this, (speaking 
French to Messaoudene) . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: . . . there was this financial problem between Khlat Zaki and the Prince. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He, he said I would, I would no, never again, do a mission . . . 

KELLY: Francois says. 

VANDER DOES: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing translating) . . . I will never again do another mission for, with 
falcons.  
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MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Because he, he was very mad, angry with Khlat Zaki because 
he was, at the time, Khlat Zaki gave him all the guarantees which supposedly were coming from 
the Prince but he did not, when in fact, that Khlat Zaki did not have the Prince’s guarantee 19. 

KELLY: Guarantee of what? 

MESSAOUDENE: For everything. For the Embassy in Washington, for the company, for ever, 
every, everybody.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah. He went, he went to the United States with the 
understanding that with the assurances from Khlat Zaki that, that everything was on the up and 
up . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . when in fact – I shouldn’t say that; not everything was on the up – that 
everything had been prepared with the Prince’s assurances. 

KELLY: Um huh, 

VANDER DOES: Guarantee. When in fact it was Khlat Zaki who was acting on his own. 

,MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And because of this, this and other financial prob, problems 
apparently, the Prince (French) Khlat Zaki, fired Khlat Zaki and took his predecessor as, as the 
new secretary. As . . . 

KELLY: Now, what, wait a minute. What, you said something I want to make sure we’re sure 
about. When you, you, I want you to translate this. 

VANDER DOES: Okay. 

KELLY: When you say Khlat Zaki was acting on his own you do not mean that the Prince had 
not asked for the birds do you?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Absolutely. 

VANDER DOES: Absolutely. (Speaking French to Messaoudene) 

MESSAOUDENE: Oui. 

VANDER DOES: Yeah. The Prince had, had well . . .  

                                                 
19 Here, Messaoudene is claiming falcon smuggling was undertaken independently by Khlat Zaki, and 
without Prince Badr’s permission.  However, earlier statements refer to the delivery of a hand-written 
letter from Prince Badr to the Saudi Arabian Ambassador Prince Bandar – requiring Saudia Airline 
aircraft and Embassy facilities be provided to Messaoudene.  Prince Badr’s participation in covert exports 
were facilitated by a personal meeting with Ambassador Bandar, cash, and free first-class tickets for 
Messaoudene and contraband falcons. It is fair to conclude, Khlat Zaki was the “fall guy” for Prince Badr, 
and this status explains why Khlat Zaki’s employment continued with Prince Badr, even after being 
blamed for fiscal improprieties. 
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MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: . . . asked for the birds . . .  

KELLY: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Right. He, he says he, it’s, Khlat, the Prince saying to Khlat 
Zaki, “I want those birds. Get them.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay? 

KELLY: And the financial arrangements were taken care of by Zaki Khlat who did not do a 
good job. Ah, . . .  

VANDER DOES: Translation.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Right. Right, he, he, not very well arran, when you say . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah. It, they were not very well arranged for, in the interest of 
the Prince, but for him they were very well arranged for. 

KELLY: Right. Okay.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he abused of his, of Francois’ confidence. 

KELLY: Okay. 

MAINEN: Did Francois receive a commission for this first?  

MESSAOUDENE: For the first, yes. Exactly, no secret.  

MAINEN: What about the second?  

KELLY: How much? Wait a minute.  

MESSAOUDENE: Exactly, uh, uh, 20, uh, French franc. Uh, I, I, because I, I, I transfer in 
Paris. 

KELLY: Say in, in francs. 

MESSAOUDENE: I think it 300,000 French franc.  

KELLY: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: 300,000. 

KELLY: 300,000. French francs. 

VANDER DOES: Trois cents? Mille francs?  

MESSAOUDENE: Oui. 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  
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MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) . . . ‘82.  

MAINEN: Uh huh. And what about ‘83?  

MESSAOUDENE: After, no, finish.  

MAINEN: You, Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, because . . . 

KELLY: Those two trips were very close together.  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you have Prince reser, you have a big problem for money in the bank for 
the Prince between him and Khlat Zaki. 

KELLY: Umm. 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French) 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French)  

MESSAOUDENE: Oh yeah. 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French) . . . ah, . . . 

KELLY: Quoi? 

VANDER DOES: It’s a $100,000 for a bird? 

KELLY: Uh, it . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: For, for seven or ten bird, yes.  

KELLY: Yes. Yes. 

VANDER DOES: Okay, Okay.  

MAINEN: For less. 

KELLY: Even, yeah, that’s, maybe not . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: But is difficult for you because, you know, you know, you know the price I 
pay. Because I, I know how, exactly the condition the, the man who give money but I don’t 
know how much he ask the Prince. And I, I, I don’t know how much Ciesielski pay for the 
partner. I, I know . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 
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MESSAOUDENE: . . . how much I pay me. 

KELLY: Um huh. You are only in the middle . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . you don’t see either end. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. Absolutely. 

MAINEN: What did you pay the Ciesielskis for the first transaction? 

MESSAOUDENE: Sorry, but I don’t remember now. But I think in, the first transaction you 
have five or six bird and I’m sure $57, . . . 

KELLY: Yeah. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . $55,000.  

KELLY: You said 50 or 75.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, no, not, not 75.  

KELLY: Not 75, but 50. 

MAINEN: What about the second transaction?  

MESSAOUDENE: Because in first time, you know, you talk to me for difference of falcon. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Gyrfalcon he want . . . 

KELLY: Gyrfalcon, yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . between $10,000 and $15,000. 

KELLY: That’s how much you would pay, or the Prince would pay, or you would pay? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, depend on condition of Ciesielski.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: He talk to me, “I have three big . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I want $12,000 for one . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you have three, it’s $30, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . $36 . . . 

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . thousand . . .  

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . dollar. And I have three little bit small. I want $5,000 or . . . 

KELLY: Each. 
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MESSAOUDENE: $6,000 . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . each. Okay?  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And, it’s not . . .  

KELLY: It depends on . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you don’t pay for five, ten or fifteen dollar. 

KELLY: They’re not all the same. 

MESSAOUDENE: For example, for the first . . . 

KELLY: Group? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . yeah, group, you have one grey, beautiful, very beautiful. I, I’m sure the 
Prince he like . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because he’s big and very strange color. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: You know? And Ciesielski, he want $15,000 . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . , only for this one . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . but he accept $10,000 for two Gyrfalcon and for the Peregrine $5,000. . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . for one.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: But in, for six or five I pay between, for the first time, I think $55,000 . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and the second time more because he talk to me, say “Five is very good . 
. . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I want $12,000 for one. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: No? 

MAINEN: Did he say in the second transaction was more than $55,000? 

KELLY: The second, how much did you give them, for the second group? 

MAINEN: November.  

MESSAOUDENE: November. 
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KELLY: This trip we’ve been talking about. 

MESSAOUDENE: I think is little bit same because I pay for three and I pay for ticket and I, I 
pay for, I think I give between $55,000 and 65 or 70 . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . thousand.  

KELLY: Thousand dollars. 

MAINEN: This is cash that you gave to the Ciesielskis?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Now, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Wait, because he don’t want traveler or check. 

KELLY: No, I’m sure.  

MESSAOUDENE: I prefer.  

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: No, no letter of credit. 

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: For me it’s better, because . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you know it’s not necessary you have . . . 

KELLY: But then you have paper. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes, but not for that. Uh, Okay.  

MESSAOUDENE: It’s not my money.  

KELLY: No. How are we doing on that?  

VANDER DOES: Oh, fine. 

KELLY: Okay. The Prince then no longer wanted to use Khlat Zaki, he fired him. He . . .  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) , 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He, he, he fired him without firing him . . . 

KELLY: Umm. 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translating) . . . The Saudis, it’s very particular. But he did not 
speak to him again for the, the, the Prince did not come to him for falcons and, for ‘84. 

KELLY: Um huh. Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: But, the family Ciesielski (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Since May, ah, the Ciesielskis didn’t stop calling Francois. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because he want (speaking French).  
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VANDER DOES: (Translating) And, and they wanted to . . . 

KELLY: Continue. 

VANDER DOES: . . . begin another transaction. 

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French).  

KELLY: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he says, “I don’t want to deal with you anymore because it 
is too damn complicated.” 

KELLY: Okay. Now, I , I want to go back now to when Hadnan Baassiri . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, but, because there is a, a story. 

KELLY: There is a connection? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, connection. 

KELLY: Okay. Alright, go ahead. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) I want to, Francois says to the Ciesielskis, “I want to speak to 
your mother and your father.”  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Because I want you understand the lives. The Prince is a brother of the 
King. He give good money . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . for, for the, the bird and I don’t understand your compartment. Anytime 
you are strange everything is complicated. You know? 

KELLY: Umm. 

MESSAOUDENE: I want people responsible.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I am going to Germany in Cologne. I . . .  

KELLY: In Cologne? 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . yes, I think it’s in May . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . ‘84. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And for appointment with the father.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I, I . . . 

KELLY: Conrad? 
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MESSAOUDENE: . . . yes, and I want see the . . . 

KELLY: Conrad Ciesielski. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . yes. And it was good, good-family. No problem. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I see the place and I see falcon. Because he have falcon . . . 

KELLY: At the Ciesielski home?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes.  

KELLY: Or house. 

MAINEN: Let’s get the dates straight when he went there . . . 

KELLY: May 19 . . . 

MAINEN: . . . ‘cause he said May ‘84 which is after. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no . . . 

KELLY: Yes, I know.  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . May ‘84.  

MAINEN: The last transaction?  

KELLY: Yes. 

MAINEN: Okay.  

KELLY: I know. 

MESSAOUDENE: Before, no after the last introduction. 

KELLY: Yes, after the last flight.  

MESSAOUDENE: Okay? 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I ask him why he don’t give your bird in Germany directly. Because I 
know the Prince he sees this one he prefer . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . so why Gyrfalcon and the grey? Because is big, is beautiful. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: And he talk to me, no, no, because the Prince he, he want free. Bird is 
coming . . . 

 KELLY: He wants a wild bird?  

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . yes. Not a . . .  

 KELLY: Not a captive bred? 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . , not captive and breeding bird 20.  

                                                 
20 This falcon in Ciesielski’s possession was captive-bred.  OPERATION FALCON proved the most 
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KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay? 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I talk to father, “I’m sure one day you have problem because your son 
is, is very strange, . . .  

KELLY: Very strange. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and I, I want you understand I want finish. Don’t call me anytime. It’s 
not my business.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I have mission. But is not my money, is not my business. But I want help 
you, no problem, . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because for me is not, I’m not intermediary. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I give you everything. You want introduction, I give you.” Because anytime 
he call me, “I am poor, I am poor . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . Help me.” You know, in money. People he call in evening. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: I explain, “Finish. Don’t call me.”  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I ex, talk to him, “I don’t want problem with police or for something 
because I, I know you have another news people writing . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . problem in Montana for bird.”  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I explain, “For me, is finish. But you want, it’s Okay. I give you the Prince 
and the secretary.” 

KELLY: Now, is that when they said they had 100 birds?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. In May of ‘84.  

KELLY: They told you they had a 100 . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: In Cologne. 

KELLY: . . . birds they wanted to sell.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. Coming quickly. In May. 

                                                                                                                                                             
significant and large-scale smugglers of wild falcons, were using captive-breeding facilities as venues for 
laundering wild falcons and eggs. 

  Page 98 of 115 



– 99 – 

KELLY: Coming from where? Did they say? From where?  

MESSAOUDENE: From Paris. 

VANDER DOES: No, no. No, no. United . . . 

KELLY: The birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: Ah, from Montana.  

KELLY: From Montana. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. Because he talk to me, “The Prince he like the bird. Is free 
(wild). Not captive (from captive-breeding farm).  

KELLY: Yes, yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Is not possible in his own place.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I’m sure because he talk to me. I, I ask “Where is Marcus?” . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because you have Lothar and the girlfriend . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and the mother and father but not Marcus. He talk to Marcus, “Marcus is 
in Montana for you.” I explain, “No, not for me please. You are not correct because I know you 
work for another, Arabic people in another country. Arabic.” 

KELLY: Kuwait? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes? 

MESSAOUDENE: “Don’t talk to me. Is for you. You want my money for the plane and you 
keep the best bird for another.” 

KELLY: And sell them to Kuwait? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, exactly. And I, I, I say no. It’s not correct, I don’t accept. You have 
good bird for the Prince. He like only ten or twelve only. But I give you the introduction directly. 
I give you the phone number of Hadnan Baassiri, the secretary. But I explain to him, “It’s not 
me. You have problem, he don’t give more money.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Is necessary you understand what you want, how much you want he pay. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: After he say . . . 

KELLY: Now the secretary, . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Hadnan Bassiri.  

KELLY: . . . Hadnan Bassiri, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, because he live in Paris, he speak French, . . . 
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KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . little bit of English and French, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . and he work for Prince Badr . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

 MESSAOUDENE: . . . and for (Saudi) National Guard.  

KELLY: For National Guard as well.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: After I come back in Paris, he have some problem with man. He have big 
place for the bird, Reno. Jack Reno. You know Jack Reno? 

KELLY: No. Jack Reno. Creneau (?) 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. He have big problem. The same problem with me. Because he have a 
big place outside in Strasbourg. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He have problem with Kuwaiti man.  

KELLY: Oh yes, but with the United States?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. No, no, no, in France.  

KELLY: Yes. Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I give the name. Jack Reno call me, “Francois, attention, because you 
know the, in United States the people, some of you, you have problem. Because you don’t think 
you, you have mission for, for the custom. You are business man, I don’t know, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . the, the name for this business.” I explain to him, “No! It’s not me, the 
Prince.” He ask me, “Please you know the Prince” because he work for the Prince in Saudi 
Arabia. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He open special place for the bird, everything. And he talk to me but me I 
have problem now. Is the same. Attention. I explain Okay for me it’s finish. I don’t want, I 
refuse. In November the Prince he’s come back in Paris.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: ‘84. 

KELLY: November 1984? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And I visit him. But the face is different because he have problem with 
Khlat Zaki. He’s . . .  

KELLY: With . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . disappointed.  
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KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: He don’t ask me for something. I am very ner, vous. I see the face. I don’t 
understand because he don’t give nothing for me . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . last year. And I talk to him, “It’s not my fault. I’m sorry. I am not friend 
of Khlat Zaki.” He talk to me. He have a mission of you. You use your secretary, your banker. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He talk to me, “Francois, no problem. Finish. Don’t think.” And I don’t see 
more the Prince. Because he is bad. 

KELLY: Because he is not happy with you.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. Absolutely.  

KELLY: Now, when you said . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: No, no! Hadnan Baassiri. 

KELLY: But wait, wait. When you last saw the Prince is that when he said, “If you have 
problems with the police that they would hire a lawyer for, pay for a lawyer for you, that they did 
not want you to say anything to the authorities? 

MESSAOUDENE: Zaki talk to me. 

KELLY: Zaki talked to you? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Did the Prince ever say anything himself?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no. 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translation)  

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, but, never.  

KELLY: No? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no. 

KELLY: When did Zaki tell you that? 

MESSAOUDENE: Af, after (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) After, after Francois saw his name in the newspapers, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . Khlat Zaki said that to him.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Be, because he . . .  

KELLY: Exactly . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . called Khlat Zaki.  

KELLY: Exactly what did he say?  
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VANDER DOES: Translation. 

KELLY: What you can remember. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) You didn’t have any problems, but if you would have had 
problems the Prince would have done what is necessary to, to alleviate those problems. 

KELLY: Okay. Now, you said earlier that they offered to pay for, if the American authorities 
came to you with questions. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) That’s his own assumption.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: Okay. No one exactly said that.  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no (speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He’s thinking that . . .  

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: . . . because he’s saying they probably wouldn’t want me saying, spilling my 
guts. 

KELLY: Right. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I, I don’t ask. I talk to Zaki.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I want you, you talk to the Prince. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I have my name in a book because I know many Prince in Saudi Arabia. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I don’t accept because, Okay, I’m responsible because I accept the 
mission. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: But I am not the, the businessman for the bird. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And I want you know and you talk to the Prince in Arabic, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . maybe he have a problem with the custom in, and problem with 
American people. 

KELLY: Um huh. 
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MESSAOUDENE: I explain everything. How you pay. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: You pay . . . 

KELLY: You said that to Khl, to Zaki? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. Who you pay for the lawyer and you pay for everything. But I don’t 
want problem . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . because it’s not deal, it’s my mission and I want the Prince is 
responsible. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Sure. And I, and I talk to him. And don’t, don’t pay my money for last year. 
Don’t, I don’t accept. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s finish for bird and I don’t accept problem. 

KELLY: Alright. Uh, when did Hadnan Baassiri . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: This time in November ‘84 because a man call me, “Francois, the Prince he 
want bird you know. Because . . . 

KELLY: No. I don’t think, not . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Hadnan and Ciesielski. 

KELLY: Yeah, wait. Wait. We now, I now want to talk about the third mission. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: In January . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . 1984.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Who called you to ask you to do it one more time? To go on another mission. 

MESSAOUDENE: Everybody!  

KELLY: Baassiri. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, not, Baassiri and Khlat Zaki, everybody. Is not one person specific. 

KELLY: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: I talk to you before . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . you know you have a Prince and you have many . . . 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . secretary and friend. 
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KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Everybody want a favor yes, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . Okay?  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: And it’s, it’s not one special, specific people. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s the, the peo, the people he knows you . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . he call you. Hadnan Baassiri he know me for seven years. He call me, 
“Francois, you know.” I, I, I talk to him, “Ok, I give you the connection. But attention because is 
strange people. He call me anytime. He’s coming in Paris with small private plane. 

KELLY: Who? 

MESSAOUDENE: Le Bourget.  

KELLY: Who, who was coming?  

MESSAOUDENE: Lothar.  

KELLY: Ah, Ciesielski.  

MESSAOUDENE: And Marcus, yes. 

KELLY: Lo, the Ciesielskis were coming to Paris?  

MESSAOUDENE: Um huh. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) In ‘84. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He came to, the Prince came to Paris for his normal sojourn. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) The Ciesielski says, Ciesielski called (speaking French to 
Messaoudene) . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) . . . they called Francois and said, “We, we still have our 
problems here, but we still want to sell birds to, to you.” 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) As he was tired of them calling them, the, as Francois was tired 
that they, of the Ciesielskis calling them all the time . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translation) . . . and as he had given $5,000 to . . . 
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KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . the Ciesielskis’ mother so that they would stop, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing French) . . . so they, they came to Paris knowing that the Prince, 
know, came to Paris when they knew the Prince would be here. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Directly to, to his house without notifying him at all. 

MAINEN: That’s Lothar and Marcus? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Pleading with him.  

MESSAOUDENE: Please help, help. Help us. We want money. We have a bird. We talk to you 
before. I explain, “No, I don’t want bird. Okay, you have a bird. You want continue it, it’s your 
problem.” 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: “I give you the connection. I give the, the phone number of Hadnan 
Baassiri.” 

KELLY: Who was then working . . . 

VANDER DOES: The new secretary. 

KELLY: . . . the new secretary for the Prince.  

MESSAOUDENE: Not the new! 

KELLY: Well, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Just secretary. 

KELLY: . . . the secretary. Yeah, but not on tape. I don’t think. It . . . 

MAINEN: No, I think he’s . . . 

KELLY: What . . . 

MAINEN: . . . still going too far ahead. 

KELLY: Maybe. 

MAINEN: He’s, he’s talking about the October ‘84 when Baassiri he came into the country. I 
think that’s what he’s leading up to. 

KELLY: Okay. 

MAINEN: We want to find out about January ‘84.  

KELLY: Yeah. 

MAINEN: ‘Cause he said the Prince came in November or October of ‘84. 

KELLY: Yeah. Are we still, we’re, we’re talking about the plans for the third mission? That’s 
what . . .  

VANDER DOES: Translation.  
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MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah, this is the one we’re, we’re talking about, fall of ‘84. The 
one that he, the, the mission that he did not do. 

KELLY: Okay. We want to talk about the mission that he did do. 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: What happened in January. Well, well, I, I, . . . For the trip in January of ‘84, 
would it be, would it be right to say that the purpose of the trip, even though you did not want to 
deal with the Ciesielskis anymore, would it be right to say that the Prince wanted you to go back 
again to return the three birds that were not good? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: So the purpose of the trip in January ‘84 was to return the three birds out of 
the six that had come over in November of ‘83 . . . 

KELLY: Oh, Okay.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah. 

VANDER DOES: . . . and pick up – how many more birds now? 

MESSAOUDENE: Six. 

VANDER DOES: Six more. 

MESSAOUDENE: Six. Three for the first years and three for the second years because the 
Prince he pay. 

VANDER DOES: Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: And he want the bird.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And, and Zaki give mission . . . 

VANDER DOES: So, in January, January of ‘84 you came back again with six birds? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. To Montana.  

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: From Montana. 

MAINEN: You came back with three or, went from Paris to the U.S. with three birds? 

KELLY: Did you take three birds? 

VANDER DOES: Did, did you take three birds back . . .  

KELLY: To . . . 

VANDER DOES: . . . to the United States? (Speaking French to Messaoudene) 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 
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VANDER DOES: (Translating) He left ‘em to Cie, he gave them to Ciesielski in France.  

KELLY: Umm. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Because the Prince didn’t want them. With, the Prince would 
not have kept them. So he went from France, from Paris – to New York? 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) He gave ‘em to a German veterinarian. (Speaking French to 
Messaoudene). 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Ciesielski, Ciesielski didn’t want them back either. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

 VANDER DOES: (Translating) So the Prince, the Prince, he asked the Prince to, to give the 
three bad birds away so that no one could say that the Prince was keeping the birds that he 
wasn’t paying for 21. 

KELLY: The Prince? 

VANDER DOES: The Prince. So the Prince, so the Prince authorized that the birds be given to 
a German veterinarian . . . 

KELLY: How does he know that the Prince said all this? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Because he, he told Francois to take them back. 

KELLY: Himself? 

VANDER DOES: Himself. 

KELLY: Personally? 

VANDER DOES: And, yes, . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: . . . and give it to the German veterinarian. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And then, and then the Prince said go back and get six birds. 
Three for this year . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . and three – meaning November of ‘83 shipment – . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . and three for the previous year meaning November of ‘8, ‘82 shipment. 

                                                 
21 Here is a demonstration that Prince Badr knew his money was used to buy contraband falcons, as he did 
not want his suppliers complaining that he was keeping birds that he had not paid for. 
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KELLY: Umm. 

VANDER DOES: So in January of ‘84 you went back to the United States. You met with . . . 

KELLY: Wait a minute. With the Ciesielskis? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: . . . with the Ciesielskis in the private plane . . . 

KELLY: Europe Falcon Service. 

MESSAOUDENE: But not in New York.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Directly because I don’t want the problem in New York 22. 

VANDER DOES: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So you flew – directly?  

MESSAOUDENE: Directly. 

VANDER DOES: – to Montana . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: . . . but you stopped in New York for fuel. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yeah, sure. 

VANDER DOES: You stopped in New York for fuel, flew directly to Billings, Montana. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French). 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) First they went to Great Falls. 

KELLY: Who did? 

VANDER DOES: They, they, they flew into Great Falls apparently. 

KELLY: They flew to, flew to Great Falls? 

VANDER DOES: Yes.  

KELLY: Alright. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And fly back into Billings. (Speaking French to Messaoudene). 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) ‘Cause they didn’t want him to meet the people that they were 
dealing with. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

                                                 
22 Here again is a reference to Messaoudene’s knowledge of statute violations, and attempts to evade law 
enforcement officials, by flying straight to Montana, without conducting black market trade in New York. 
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VANDER DOES: (Translating) And, and he says, he says, I, Francois says to the Ciesielskis, “I 
am having problems with the Prince and, money problems with the Prince. So now,” (speaking 
French to Messaoudene) . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translating) “ . . . I have to take care of this myself.” 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So, because the Prince has said to him, “I paid for those six 
birds, I want them.” 

MESSAOUDENE: No money. 

VANDER DOES: So, they go to Billings, first to Great Falls and then to Billings. 

MAINEN: But he’s not with when they go to Billings? 

MESSAOUDENE: No. You ask the pilot of the private plane, of Falcon Service . . . 

KELLY: We know. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . he talk to you.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: I don’t want Francois because he don’t want I, I, I have a, appointment with 
the man. You know? And . . . 

KELLY: So the Ciesielskis were in Great Falls, . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . you stayed in Billings.  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Right? 

MESSAOUDENE: Because he don’t want, he don’t accept.  

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French) Billings . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Billings 

VANDER DOES: . . . first. 

KELLY: You were at Billings . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: You stayed in Billings and they went to Great Falls? 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And there was a problem between Lothar and Francois. 
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KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) But the part, our partner is, is agreeable to you having come 
here to Montana but does not want to . . . 

KELLY: To meet you. 

VANDER DOES: . . . meet you. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) . . . 

KELLY: And that partner was in Great Falls, yes?  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: And that partner was in Great Falls. Okay.  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) So he requested that, . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing Translating) that, that, . . . 

KELLY: The plane? 

VANDER DOES: . . . the plane go to Great Falls with the pilot, that he, that Francois send the 
plane . . .  

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: . . . with the pilot to Great Falls and Lothar. 

KELLY: Which you did? You did send the plane to Great Falls? 

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: He went.  

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah, of course. He had to.  

KELLY: Yes, yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) They came back.  

KELLY: With birds? 

VANDER DOES: With (translation).  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) With – how many birds? (speaking French) . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: Six. 
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VANDER DOES: (Continuing translating) . . . with six birds. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Five or six.  

VANDER DOES: Five or six.  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: I think si, six. (Speaking French)  

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And they were very good birds. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

 VANDER DOES: (Translating) Because he said, “You’re going to have problems with (the 
Saudi Arabian) Embassy and everything else if you don’t bring me back good birds 23.” 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Speaking French to Messaoudene)  

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

KELLY: Now, you gave them no money this time?  

MESSAOUDENE: No. 

KELLY: Right? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. I give only for . . .  

VANDER DOES: Expenses. 

KELLY: Expenses. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And for, I pay one bird more . . .  

VANDER DOES: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . for finish the story. 

KELLY: He paid for one bird . . . 

VANDER DOES: He paid for an additional bird just so that it would be finished. 

KELLY: How much? Do you know?  

MESSAOUDENE: I think $15 . . .  

KELLY: Thousand . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . thousand dollar.  

KELLY: . . . dollars? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: That was in the United States . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

                                                 
23 Here again is a reference to the Saudi Arabian Embassy micromanaging black market trade, to the 
extent that if it’s own implementing agents do not perform smuggling services for Prince Badr and 
Ambassador Prince Bandar, there will be Hell to pay by action undertaken by the Embassy itself. 
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KELLY: . . . you paid . . .  

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. 

KELLY: . . . in Montana? Do you remember? 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, in Montana, sure. 

MAINEN: That’s all he paid – was $15,000?  

KELLY: Yes. Yes, on this trip. 

VANDER DOES: Where did you get that money? (Speaking French) 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Okay. When they stopped in New York, when they stopped in 
New York for a day that’s, that’s where they, he picked up the money again (speaking French) . . 
. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) With the same intermediaries and they, and they returned the 
money afterwards. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And then, and then the Montana (speaking French) . . . 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing translating) . . . flew back to New York, deposited the 
Ciesielskis, . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: (Continuing translating) . . . and then took off for Paris with the birds. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: To Riyadh.  

VANDER DOES: Via Paris. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French)  

KELLY: Yes. 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Trans, transited Paris and then flew to Riyadh with the five or 
six birds. 

KELLY: Um huh. What happened in Riyadh?  

VANDER DOES: What happened (speaking French)?  

MESSAOUDENE: The, the same (speaking French).  

VANDER DOES: (Translating) This is what, the, what we discussed last time when he went to 
Riyadh. 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) And he was very happy.  
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KELLY: The Prince? 

MESSAOUDENE: Not very happy but I am happy because . . . 

VANDER DOES: Because (speaking French).  

MESSAOUDENE: . . . two bad time and it’s not . . . 

KELLY: Where . . . 

VANDER DOES: He was satisfied. (Speaking French to Messaoudene). 

MESSAOUDENE: (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Yeah. He, the Prince was happy this time but then it was, was 
all over. 

KELLY: Did you speak to him personally in Riyadh?  

VANDER DOES: Translation. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes, yes. (Speaking French) 

VANDER DOES: (Translating) Just like we’re discussing now. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MAINEN: Did you get a commission? 

MESSAOUDENE: No. He talk to me, “Next time.” 

KELLY: He said, he told you next time? 

MESSAOUDENE: I ex, yes, I ex, I explain to you the Arabic mentality. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Never you go for your commission or your money. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: You are a friend of the Prince. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s completely different – you are not businessman. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: Business man is coming. He give the bill. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: And he have discussion or not. He pay or he don’t pay. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: Okay?  

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: He pay something. It’s business. 

KELLY: Yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: For me it’s not business.  
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KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s mission. Mission you understand the posi, the positions. It’s, I work. I 
know another Arabic family. I have money. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: It’s possible for me I stay three months and for this time I stay one, one 
month, I think, in Saudi Arabia. 

VANDER DOES: You’re not getting a commission. You’re getting a gift if he gives you 
something. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, because he talk to me, “It’s time for hunting . . . 

VANDER DOES: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: . . . I go outside Riyadh. Stay in hotel. You, you are my, my guest. 

KELLY: Did you go with him? 

MESSAOUDENE: No, no, no. 

KELLY: Oh, Okay. 

MESSAOUDENE: No, because I ask him. He give another bird for gift for the doctor. 

KELLY: Um huh. 

MESSAOUDENE: You, you know? 

KELLY: Um huh, yes. 

MESSAOUDENE: I talk to you. You have one bird. You have five good bird and one . . . 

KELLY: Um huh. 

VANDER DOES: The broken wing. 

MESSAOUDENE: Yes. And I ask the Prince to please give me this one because he broken, and 
I know he’s dead. Because the Prince he like bird but the people he work for him he talk to you. 
Prince is rich. One bird more, one bird. And he give the bird and the bird stay in Riyadh. I ask 
the doctor, is coming to Riyadh. And I give to him the, the, the bird. I come back to Paris. 

VANDER DOES: Okay. 

VANDER DOES: For the record I’m going to summarize the proceedings after Francois 
Messaoudene’s return from Riyadh in early ‘84. And at, at the, at the end I will ask him to 
confirm my statements. 

KELLY: This summary is a result of conversations between Mr. Vander Does and Mr. 
Messaoudene while the tape was off. 

VANDER DOES: In 19, in early ‘84, Francois returned from Riyadh and in March of, 
approximately March, sometime in March of ‘84, Francois traveled to Cologne to meet with the 
parents of the Cie, Ciesielski brothers. He met with them to complain about their, their sons’ 
business ethics and later on in May of ‘84 Francois was again re-contacted by the Ciesielski 
brothers to conduct another deal. Francois refused. In June of ‘84 the Ciesielskis’ brothers’ 
mother and Lothar Ciesielski’s girlfriend came to Paris unannounced and stated that Marcus was 
in the United States, that he had been in the United States working for you, and that he needs 
money. And they requested for $10,000 so that he, he had no more money and he needed 
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$10,000 to get back to Germany. Francois again refused but wound up giving them $5,000 just to 
get rid of them. And, and with the stipulation that he wouldn’t, not, not hear from them anymore. 
But the calls continued to come in and in October of ‘84, other calls continued to come in to 
Francois, . . . 

KELLY: From the Ciesielskis? 

VANDER DOES: . . . from the Ciesielskis, offering 100 birds 24. Saying that you could, I, the 
Ciesielskis saying, “We have 100 birds in Montana. Can you come to Montana and make your 
own selection. That way you’d get the nicest birds.” Francois refused. The Ciesielski brothers 
pleaded with Francois or asked Francois to help him. So Francois said, “Well I will give you the 
direct connection to the Prince’s secretary who will be handling, who could handle this.” So he 
gave the Ciesielskis the number of Hadnan Baassiri . . . 

KELLY: Hadnan. 

VANDER DOES: . . . Hadnan Baassiri, and the Ciesielskis met with Hadnan Baassiri in late 
December, uh late October or early November ‘84, at Le Bourget and Francois was present to 
introduce the parties. After the introduction, Francois Messaoudene does not know whether the 
parties did any business with each other 25. 

END OF PART II, SIDE B 
END OF INTERVIEW 

                                                 
24 This reference to availability of 100 falcons is the result of the smugglers and their associates illegally 
breaking a Program Contract signed between U.C.R. Personnel and the Canadian Government, and 
tortiously interfering with U.C.R. Personnel and Programs. That Project was a sustainable-use Program – 
the first of it’s kind – limited to the export of 20 wild juvenile Gyrfalcons in 1984. After their Program 
takeover, the smugglers bribed Canadian Officials to allow an unsustainable 100 Gyrfalcon export.  The 
prospect of that 100 Gyrfalcon sale is referred to in this confession.  
25 In this Official summary, no mention is made of the Saudi Arabian Ambassador Prince Bandar 
facilitating black market trade, giving cash payments and letters to Saudia Airline aircraft for black 
market trade. No mention is made of Prince Badr, a brother of the Saudi monarch and Deputy 
Commander of Saudi Arabia’s National Guard – utilizing the Saudi Government Embassy and aircraft as 
instruments of criminality. No mention is made of evasion of U.S. border controls and Customs – 
including the import within the cash limit of $10,000 – with the full remittance for criminal actions paid 
for by the Saudi Embassy.  No mention is made of a U.S. intelligence agency, receiving telexes of air 
flight itineraries, reviewing maps, and facilitating logistics for black market trade from the U.S. to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
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