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– Part I-B-1. – 
(These pages are excerpted from THE BRIEF, and are followed by Barton’s report.) 

The Perversion of Science: 
United Arab Emirates and Dr. Nigel Barton ‘Cook’ Scientific Data, 

Providing Cover to Falcon Smugglers and Falcon Farms 
in Reports to the World Via “Raptor Research Foundation”: 

One group of veterinary hospitals in the U.A.E. reported 5,000 treatments of falcons in 
1995-1996.  In 1997, they examined 274 captive-bred falcon Hybrids, versus 58 hybrids 
in 1993-1994.  Between 1993 and 1998, 1,200 freshly trapped, adult female Saker 
falcons, and 600 adult female peregrine falcons, were seen in one hospital alone.  
Between 1993 and 1998, a total of 4,612 new, wild Sakers were brought to U.A.E. 
hospitals; during the same period 3,373 new Peregrines were brought to U.A.E. hospitals. 
With the exception of less than 500 birds, these were all illegally acquired, and very 
many were wild adult breeding stock smuggled from Central Asia – on terms agreed 
between Central Asian and Middle East Governments, knowingly defying C.I.T.E.S. 
Treaty laws – to the catastrophic detriment of endangered wild falcon populations.   
Among hired European and American biologists and veterinary doctors who were a party 
to these offenses, none raised a flag to object to C.I.T.E.S. and international conservation 
agencies – presumably because their lavish pay scale eclipsed even their own moral and 
professional standards.  Gulf-based biologists and veterinary doctors are paid to shut-up.  
Each smuggled falcon represents a dramatic story of deceit and criminality, involving 
Royal Sheikhs and Princes, courier aircraft, constellations of implementing agents that 
include biologists, veterinary doctors, Diplomats, Government Officials, and the Russian 
Mafia across Central Asia, the Middle East – and even our own U.S. State Department. 
This report by Dr. Nigel Barton, representing the U.A.E., copied in Tab Enclosure: 27, 
makes a fantastical leap of faith by presuming that a mere 274 captive-bred Hybrid 
falcons imported into the U.A.E. accounted for a 43% decline in wild Saker falcons 
brought to UAE falcon hospitals – from 1,292 in 1994, down to 732 in 1998 (-560 birds). 
The report fails to factor into it’s data, the fact that many of today’s Sheikhs and Princes 
employ their own private veterinary doctors and medical experts, thus negating visits to 
western-run falcon hospitals.  Arabs have become well-versed in self-treating their own 
falcons with modern medicines, and have less need to visit falcon hospitals.   
Thus, numbers in this report only represent falcons visiting U.A.E. hospitals, and do not 
reflect the total numbers of falcons held in captivity in the U.A.E., Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
and Qatar.  Aggregate data from multiple sources – often from the smugglers themselves 
– demonstrates a frightening trend: 3,000 wild falcons held in the Middle East in 1982 – 
then up to 8,600 in 1994 (a conservative estimate by U.A.E.-paid veterinary doctors) – 
with today, 14,000 new healthy specimens smuggled each season into the Gulf.  How can 
anyone believe that 274 captive-bred falcons has caused any reduction in demand for 
wild falcons, when market demand for wild specimens is increasing?  And much of the 
material presented in these U.C.R. Exhibits, is published by the perpetrators themselves! 
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Additionally, a reduction of 560 wild falcons examined in U.A.E. hospitals between 1994 
and 1998, cannot be explained by the import of 274 captive-bred falcons – because 274 
farm falcons cannot possibly replace 560 wild falcons, nor can they replace even 100 
wild falcons.  Arabs buy cheaper captive-bred falcons in batches, understanding that only 
a few are capable of killing Houbara; the others will be “thrown away” (released), 
because captive-bred falcons simply do not hunt Houbara as efficiently as wild falcons.  
For the U.A.E. to claim 274 falcons have effectively replaced 560 falcons, is like saying 
the UAE has replaced 500 of it’s most elite army forces, with 200 cooks and mechanics. 
And the suggestion that a couple hundred farm falcons have reduced regional dependence 
on wild falcons is so deliberately fraudulent, when considered in the context of the full 
report, as to justify examining the credentials of Dr. Nigel Barton and his associates.   
To understand the supply dynamics for this trend, one must visit Central Asia to see that 
U.C.R.’s relentless pursuit of U.A.E. and Saudi courier jets, coupled with U.C.R.’s 
interference with smugglers hired by those Countries (itemized here in these Exhibits), 
severely reduced Arab access to wild falcons. 
And most significant: by 1998 Mohammed al-Bowardi, Nick Fox, Fred Launay and 
their associates had already removed – to the point of regional extinction – nearly all wild 
Saker falcons from Kazakhstan.  Prior to U.A.E. smugglers arriving in Central Asia, 
Kazakhstan’s Dr. Anatoliy Levin acknowledged there were several thousand breeding 
Saker falcons in his country. Thereafter, the U.A.E. presided over falcon extractions in 
Kazakhstan so that, by the year 2000 Dr. Levin himself – now a paid U.A.E. biologist – 
admits there are only between 150 – 200 pairs of wild Sakers breeding in his Country.   
As both Levin and Barton are U.A.E. falcon scientists, Dr. Barton certainly was aware of 
Dr. Levin’s data proving the regional extinction of Kazakhstan’s Sakers.  However, Dr. 
Barton completely ignored this data, when describing a 43% decline in Saker hospital 
visits. In this regard, Dr. Barton only makes a vague reference to the plight of 
Kazakhstani falcons when stating: “…is this because of decreasing population numbers?”   
Instead, Dr. Barton relied upon a contrived excuse, right out of Nick Fox’s play book: 
(See page 04 in Tab Enclosure: 22 in ENCLOSURES TO EXHIBIT I) that farm 
falcons are the panacea, and that they have “reduced” demand for wild falcons (in trade 
that has skyrocketed from 3,000 – 14,000 new birds each season!)  During these years of 
Saker depletion, Kazakhstan was the primary source for U.A.E. Saker falcons.  Once all 
the falcons were removed from Kazakhstan, and by 1998 when only a trickle of wild 
(illegal) Sakers were coming down to the U.A.E., Dr. Levin’s U.A.E. income was 
dramatically reduced, and Dr. Levin was effectively “thrown away” by Dr. Nick Fox – 
now keen to find new, more abundant sources for wild falcons. 
Concurrent to this, the U.A.E. was redoubling efforts to replace hard-to-find Sakers with 
more easily acquired Peregrine falcons.  In the U.A.E., Peregrine falcon visits to local 
hospitals actually increased 12.6% – from 661 specimens in 1994, up to 744 specimens 
in 1998.   
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Dr. Barton attempts to explain the increase in Peregrine acquisitions by the U.A.E. when 
stating, “Historically, Peregrine falcons were used more than Saker falcons in the Gulf 
States.”  This statement claims Peregrines were historically more popular than Sakers, 
and that is why there is a 12.6% increase in Peregrine visits to hospitals.  Indeed, 
Peregrines were historically used in greater numbers than Sakers – but this was only 
because more Peregrines than Sakers migrated through the U.A.E., where the Peregrines 
were easily trapped on beaches. But historically and today, Sakers were always valued 
far more highly than Peregrine falcons, and Sakers were always zealously sought after, as 
the Cadillac of hunting falcons.  That is why only Sakers and Gyrfalcons are identified as 
“al-Hurr” 1, while no Peregrine on earth or in the heavens could ever be identified as  “al-
Hurr”.  Peregrines are simply called “Shaheen”.  Prices also reflect the lower regard 
U.A.E. falconers have for Peregrines, relative to Sakers and Gyrfalcons.  Thus, an 
increase in Peregrine hospital visits does not reflect a increased demand for Peregrines – 
rather that increase is due to the lack of Saker availability and the easy availability of 
Peregrine falcons.  Dr. Barton has misled his readers and the scientific community. 
And, this increase of 83 Peregrines contradicts UAE claims that captive-bred falcons are 
reducing demand for wild falcons.  If captive-bred Hybrid falcons are reducing demand 
for wild falcons – why then, is there a 12.6% increase in Peregrines brought to hospitals?   
The only explanation is fact that Sakers were wiped out in Kazakhstan.  Peregrines (not 
farm falcons) were the next-best replacement – while the U.A.E. Triad Sheikhs (Sheikh 
Hamdan, Sheikh Mohammed, Sheikh Khalifa) ordered their criminally professional 
implementing agents to find other, greener pastures with more wild falcons.   
We see that February, 1998 is the first time that Dr. Nick Fox visited Mongolia, paid 
GOM and Ministry Officials – and drove U.C.R. and the Department of Interior out of 
Mongolia – so that his robust black market export to the U.A.E., of wild Saker falcons 
and Altai Gyrfalcons could pick up where it left off in Kazakhstan.  Dr. Fox’s 1998 
arrival in Mongolia – a Country that was at that time flush with falcons – coincides 
precisely with the U.A.E.-led depletion of Sakers in Kazakhstan, and the U.A.E. Triad 
Sheikhs’ orders to prospect for new sources of illegal, wild falcons. 
The report also makes vague references to substantial falcon exports to Saudi Arabia 
(which U.C.R. demonstrates are undertaken by Mohammed al-Bowardi, Nick Fox, and 
Fred Launay), where falcons smuggled from Central Asia are first offered to the U.A.E. 
Triad Sheikhs – with unwanted specimens subsequently exported and sold to Saudi Royal 
Princes. 
This report is yet another example of a person in a position of authority – in this case,  
Dr. Nigel Barton – providing cover for today’s robust black market, and is tantamount to 
a physician writing prescriptions for hard narcotics to unrepentant drug addicts.   
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1 In Arabic, “al-Hurr” means “the perfect” or “the priceless”.  In Arab culture, when paying money for an 
“al-Hurr” falcon, the buyer is paying for the labor of the man who trapped and delivered it – the buyer 
cannot pay for the bird itself, because the bird is considered to be so perfect, that an exchange of money 
would be an insult to perfection. The term “Shaheen” (“fragile” or “like glass”) is strictly limited to 
Peregrine falcons, which are not so highly valued. 
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The perversion of science in Dr. Barton’s report is easily examined and explained, in the 
context of the timeline, supply dynamics, market dynamics, and political considerations 
amply detailed in U.C.R.’s Evidentiary Exhibits at www.SaveTheFalcons.org. 

 

The U.A.E. report by Dr. Barton is included in the following three pages: 

http://www.savethefalcons.org/









